
ANDREW TAYLOR 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Con¬ 
gress on Friday approved 
a two-month renewal ot 
payroll tax cuts tor 160 mil¬ 
lion American workers and 
unemployment benefits for 
millions, handing President 
Barack Obama a con¬ 
vincing victory for his jobs 
agenda. It was a humbling 
defeat for Republicans 
Obama quickly signed the 
legislation, declaring it was 
“some good news just in 
the nick of time for the holi¬ 
days.” But he added that 
serious and difficult work 
lay ahead for Congress 
and the administration af¬ 
ter the break for Christmas 
and New Year’s. 
Back-to-back voice vote 
approvals of the measure 
by the Senate and House 
capped a retreat by House 
Republicans who had insist¬ 
ed that a full-year bill was 
the only way to prevent an 
immediate tax increase on 
Jan. 1. 

The developments were a 
clear win for Obama. The 
payroll tax cut was the 
centerpiece of his three- 
month, campaign-style 
drive for jobs legislation 
that seems to have con¬ 
tributed to an uptick in his 
poll numbers — and taken 
a toll on those of congres¬ 
sional Republicans. 

House Republicans were 
under fire from their con¬ 
stituents and Republican 
establishment figures in¬ 
censed that they would 
risk losing the tax cut issue 
to Democrats at the dawn 
of the 2012 presidential 
and congressional election 
year in which Obama is 
seeking a second term. 

The measure passed de¬ 
spite lingering grumbling 
from conservative tea par¬ 
ty Republicans. It buys time 
for negotiations early next 
year on how to finance a 
year-long extension of the 
2 percentage point payroll 
tax cut. □ 
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Bomb blasts hit 2 security facilities in Syrian capital 



A Syrian immigrant hoids a crossed out picture ot Syrian President Bashar ai-Assad and a banner 
during a rally against his regime in tront of the Syrian embassy in Belgrade, Serbia, Friday, Dec. 23, 
2011. 


(AP Photo/Darko Vojinovic) 


KAREEM FAHIM 
© 2011 New York Times 
BEIRUT - Two powerful 
bombs exploded outside 
government offices in Da¬ 
mascus on Friday, in what 
appeared to be the most 
brazen and deadly attacks 
against the government 
since the start of the upris¬ 
ing in Syria in March. SANA, 
the government news 
agency, reported that doz¬ 
ens of people were killed, 
blaming suicide bombers. 
The news agency said that 
while some soldiers were 
killed, most of the victims 
were civilians. Faysal Me- 
kdad, the deputy foreign 
minister, was quoted by The 
Associated Press as saying 
that 30 people were killed 
and 100 wounded in the 
attacks, coordinated with¬ 
in minutes of each other. 

In a statement, SANA said 
an initial investigation 
showed the attacks “car¬ 
ried the blueprints of al- 
Qaida," though it did not 
provide any further detail. 
It appeared to be the first 
use of car bombs - a fre¬ 
quent and deadly means 
of attack in neighboring 
Iraq - in the Syrian conflict. 
For months, Syrian officials 
have consistently por¬ 
trayed their opponents - 
peaceful demonstrators 
and armed rebels alike - as 
terrorists and thugs, orches¬ 
trated by foreign oppo¬ 
nents of the Syrian govern¬ 
ment. In a news confer¬ 
ence following the attacks, 
Mekdad quickly suggested 
the attack vindicated the 
government's view, as it re¬ 
leased an unusual number 
of graphic photographs 
and video of the carnage. 
“We said it from the begin¬ 


ning, this is terrorism," he 
said, according to the AP. 
“They are killing the army 
and civilians.” 

Just as quickly, government 
opponents raised questions 
about whether the gov¬ 
ernment itself might have 
played a part in the attacks, 
noting that the buildings, in 
the capital’s upscale Kfar 
Sousa district, were heavily 
guarded. 

“How can Qaida launch 
such an operation in a very 
tight security place?" said 
an antigovernment activ¬ 
ist named Moaz, who lives 
in Damascus. “It’s really a 
play.” 

Residents said the explo¬ 
sions, at about 10:15 a.m., 
were heard miles away and 
were followed by gunfire. 
Video broadcast by Syrian 
television showed rescuers 
carrying mangled bodies 
on blankets, bloody debris 
and a large hole in one 


of the buildings. The state 
news agency posted pho¬ 
tos of severed limbs and 
burned out cars. 

Capping one of the deadli¬ 
est weeks in Syria in months, 
the bombings on Friday oc¬ 
curred hours before thou¬ 
sands of protesters were set 
to demonstrate against an 
Arab League peace plan 
to end the violence. 

The day before, delegates 
from the Arab League 
traveled to Damascus to 
start monitoring the gov¬ 
ernment’s promise to end 
its violent suppression of 
the nine-month-old upris¬ 
ing. The visit is intended to 
set the ground rules for a 
mission that is supposed to 
bring hundreds of observ¬ 
ers to Syria in the coming 
weeks. 

Human rights activists said 
the government was con¬ 
tinuing its assault on the 
Jebel al-Zawiyah area of 


northwestern Syria, near Tur¬ 
key’s border, where at least 
160 people have reported¬ 
ly been killed this week. 

The assault, using helicop¬ 
ters and tanks, appeared 
aimed at army defectors 
trying to create a rebel 
stronghold, with supply 
routes across the Turkish 
border. 

The highest toll was report¬ 
ed in Kafr Oweid, a village. 
A video posted on the Inter¬ 
net on Thursday was said by 
activists to show the bod¬ 
ies of dozens of men killed 
in the village, many with 
badly mangled faces. The 
video, posted by the Syr¬ 
ian Observatory for Human 
Rights, based in London, 
showed at least 43 bodies. 
Opposition figures said the 
government was trying to 
silence pockets of resis¬ 
tance before the observ¬ 
ers’ visit. They expressed 
growing concern about the 


Arab League mission, ques¬ 
tioning whether it would be 
robust enough to detect 
what they said was a cam¬ 
paign of deadly violence 
by President Bashar Assad’s 
security forces. 

Turkey added strong criti¬ 
cism on Thursday to the in¬ 
ternational condemnation 
of Syria’s latest crackdown. 
A statement by the Turkish 
Foreign Ministry urged Syria 
to end its “policy of oppres¬ 
sion.” 

The United Nations says that 
at least 5,000 people have 
died in the Syrian conflict. 
On Thursday, Avaaz, a hu¬ 
man rights group that helps 
document protests, re¬ 
leased a higher estimate, 
saying it had collected the 
names of 6,237 people who 
had been killed, including 
more than 800 women and 
children and 917 members 
of the government forces. 
Casualty figures in Syria 
have been nearly impos¬ 
sible to confirm. Journalists 
and human rights groups 
are not free to move 
around the country, and 
there are wide disparities 
between the claims of the 
government and those of 
opposition groups, and 
between the claims of dif¬ 
ferent networks of human 
rights activists. 

The Arab League observers 
are supposed to monitor 
Assad’s compliance with a 
plan for him to withdraw his 
forces from residential ar¬ 
eas and to release political 
prisoners. 

The head of the delega¬ 
tion, Sameer Seif el-Yazal, 
said it would work with 
Syrian officials to decide 
where to send the observ¬ 
ers, the AP reported.^ 
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In Somalia, fears over US wire transfer block 



Abdiweli Mohamed All, speaks during a press 
conference in the Somali capitai Abdiweli described 
the U.S banks decision to end handling the majority 
of Somali remittances as “a catastrophe and huge 
problem”, to many Somalis who were dependent on 
the monies sent by their loved ones from the United 
States. Government officiais say they are concerned that 
Somalis in Minnesota will not be able to send money to 
family members in Somaiia after the bank discontinued 
the service over terror financing fears. 

(AP Photo/Farah Abdi Warsameh) 


ABDI GULED 
AMY FORLiTi 
Associated Press 
MOGADiSHU, Somaiia (AP) 

— Somali officials said Fri¬ 
day they are pleading 
with U.S. authorities to per¬ 
suade banks to reconsider 
a decision to block money 
transfers from Minnesota's 
Somali community to rela¬ 
tives in this Horn of Africa 
nation, where anarchy has 
given safe haven to an al- 
Qaida linked terror group. 
The institution that handles 
the bulk of money transfers 
from Minnesota to Soma¬ 
lia — Sunrise Community 
Banks — has said it will dis¬ 
continue the service at the 
end of December over 
fears it could be at risk of 
violating government rules 
intended to clamp down 
on the financing of terror 
groups. Minnesota political 
leaders Rep. Keith Ellison 
and Sen. Al Franken, both 
Democrats, are seeking so¬ 
lutions. Meanwhile, Somalis 
in Minnesota and elsewhere 
have been regularly talking 


with the bank, officials from 
the U.S. Treasury, and other 
authorities. 

But the bank issued a state¬ 
ment Friday saying that 
without legal and regula¬ 


tory relief, it must stand by 
its decision to close its ac¬ 
counts with those money 
service businesses on Dec. 
30. “Money remittances 
from the U.S.-based Somali 


Diaspora through the U.S. 
banking system must hove 
a new solution to satisfy the 
important legal and regu¬ 
latory requirements cur¬ 
rently in place across this 
nation,” the bank said in 
its statement. Hasson Wars- 
ame, a consultant and ad¬ 
viser to the newly formed 
Somali American Money 
Services Association, said 
the bank's announcement 
is disappointing, especially 
after weeks of work on the 
issue. “Now, it's really go¬ 
ing to be up to the money 
service business owners to 
come together and de¬ 
cide what is the next step, 
what will happen,” Wars- 
ame said. “I suppose most 
of them will begin to close, 
at least in Minnesota or Co¬ 
lumbus, (Ohio).” “In terms 
of solutions, really, there 
aren't many," he added. 
“You cannot stay in busi¬ 
ness legally without a bank 
account. It looks like there 
are no immediate alterna¬ 
tives.” An untold number 
of Somalis depend on small 


remittances — perhaps $50 
to $200 a month — sent 
from family members in the 
U.S. Even that small amount 
of money goes a long way 
in Somalia, and con moke 
the difference between a 
dignified life and homeless 
poverty. “Adopting that de¬ 
cision will be catastrophe to 
the lives of millions of who 
depends on remittances,” 
Abdiweli Mohamed Ali, So¬ 
malia’s prime minister, said 
earlier this week. 

Holima Osman, a mother 
of five in Somalia’s impov¬ 
erished capital, is among 
many worried about an 
even bleaker economic 
future. The 50-year-old Os¬ 
man typically receives $150 
a month from her son in Min¬ 
neapolis, who is the family’s 
only breadwinner. 

“Without remittances we 
shall lead a new life of pov¬ 
erty and famine because 
there is no other alterna¬ 
tive to get money from 
abroad,” said Osman, who 
lives in a dilapidated five- 
room villa in Mogadishu.G 
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Pros see stocks up in 2012, but big risks, too 


BERNARD CONDON 
AP Business Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — The good 
news is that Wall Street ex¬ 
perts think stock prices will 
rise more than 10 percent 
next year. The bad news 
is that they expected big 
gains in 2011 and got nearly 
zero instead. 

It’s forecasting time on Wall 
Street, and once again the 
pros are trying to predict 
the unpredictable. History 
suggests their target price 
for stocks by the end of 
2012 will prove too high or 
too low. They might even 
get the direction wrong 
— predicting a gain when 
there's a loss. 

As famed baseball player 
Yogi Berra said, “It’s tough 
to make predictions, espe¬ 
cially about the future.” 

In typical times, guessing 
where stocks will end up in 
a year is difficult. There are 
many assumptions about 
economic growth, inflation 
and consumer spending 
that go into the calcula¬ 
tion. Now, forecasting has 
become nearly impossible. 
Big unknowns hang over 
the market as rarely before. 
Will the euro break up? Will 
China slow too sharply? Will 
squabbling in Washington 
scuttle the economic re¬ 
covery? 

“Normally, you wonder. 
How will sales do? How 
are managements do¬ 
ing?” says Howard Silverb- 
latt, senior index analyst at 
Standard & Poor’s, which 
puts out its own forecasts. 
“Now there are so many 
high-level issues that af¬ 
fect the market.” Silverb- 
latt’s firm says the S&P 500 
index should rise to 1,400 by 
the end of 2012, up more 
than 10 percent from Fri¬ 
day’s close of 1,265. That 
figure is an average of ex- 
pectafions from investmenf 
sfrafegisfs, economisfs and 
ofher big thinkers. More 
bullish yet are stock analysts 
focused on individual com¬ 
panies. Add up fheir price 
fargefs for each sfock in the 
index, and they see it rising 
to 1,457, up 15 percent. 
There’s plenty of reason 
to think stocks will rise fast 
in the coming year. U.S. 
companies are generating 
record profits. Americans 
are spending more than 


expected and factories are 
producing more. The job 
market finally appears to 
be healing, too. 

The odds of fhe U.S. slipping 
info another recession have 
fallen since the summer, 
when the economy had 
slowed. 

Stocks seem attractively 
priced, too. The S&P 500 is 
trading at 12 times its ex¬ 
pected earnings per share 


for 2012. It typically trades 
at 15 times, meaning stocks 
appear cheaper now. 

Binky Chadha, chief strate- 
gisf at Deutsche Bank, says 
the S&P 500 could hit 1,500 
by the end of 2012, a gain 
of more fhan 18 percenf. 
Sfill, there is worry amid the 
bullishness. 

Michael Hartnett, chief 
global equity strategist at 
Bank of America-Merrill 
Lynch, expects the S&P to 
close next year at 1,350, up 
6.7 percent from Friday’s 
close. He thinks the U.S. will 
avoid recession and U.S. 


companies will generate 
decent profits. 

What could wreck that pre¬ 
diction is a worse situation 
in Europe than he is expect¬ 
ing. If European leaders 
move foo slowly fo solve 
fheir government debt cri¬ 
sis, the region could fall 
into a deep recession and 
throw the U.S. into one, too. 
If Europe fanks, profits will 
drop sharply and push the 


S&P down to 1,000, he says. 
That would be a sharp drop 
of 21 percent from Friday’s 
close. 

The frighfening part is that 
Hartnett gives this “bear” 
case four-in-10 odds. 
Similarly, Barry Knapp, strat¬ 
egist at Barclays Capital, 
predicts the S&P will rise to 
1,330 next year. But he ex¬ 
pects Europe’s struggles 
with its debt and Washing¬ 
ton gridlock could lead in¬ 
vestors to sell before they 
buy. He says the S&P could 
fall fo 1,150 by fhe middle 
of the year before rising fo 


his targef. 

It could drop sooner. In the 
first three months next year, 
Italy needs to sell national 
bonds to raise money to 
pay holders of $172 billion 
worth of old ones coming 
due. The risk is that investors 
will demand high interest 
rates to buy the new bonds, 
and that will spread fears 
of a possible defaulf. Af- 
fer Italy was forced fo pay 
unexpecfedly high rates 
in a bond auction earlier 
this month, stocks fell hard 
around the world. 

“The crisis could become 
systemic,” says Athanasios 
Vamvakidis, head Euro¬ 
pean currency strategist 
at Bank of America-Merrill 
Lynch. “That would threat¬ 
en not only Europe, but the 
whole global recovery.” 
One solution is to invest in 
companies selling goods 
that people need in both 
good times and bad, such 
as drugs and food. If fhe 
economy falls into reces¬ 
sion, profits of these com¬ 
panies are less likely to 
collapse. In 2011, these so- 
called defensive compa¬ 
nies bucked fhe flat mar¬ 
ket. Stocks of utility com¬ 
panies have risen almost 
15 percent through Friday. 
Healthcare and consumer 
staples were each up 10. 
Standouts include insurer 
UnitedHealth Group Inc., 
which has risen 42 percent, 


and Kraft Foods, up almost 
20 percent. 

Then again, you might do 
better investing in the op¬ 
posite kind of companies, 
like makers of toys and 
other consumer discretion¬ 
ary goods. Their profits tend 
to zoom up and down with 
the economy. 

A report from S&P Capital IQ 
notes that stocks of cyclical 
companies such as these 
tend to gain the most after 
market drops like the one in 
October, when stocks fell 
nearly 20 percent. 

In the five fimes fhaf the 
S&P 500 has fallen befween 
15 percenf and 25 percenf 
since 1978, consumer dis¬ 
cretionary stocks have risen 
an average 30 percent in 
the next six months, accord¬ 
ing to S&P. Those stocks are 
up 16 percent since their 
Oct. 3 lows. 

One reason it’s difficult to 
guess future stock prices is 
that figuring out where the 
economy is heading isn’t so 
easy either. 

In December 2007, econo¬ 
mists expected the econo¬ 
my to grow an average 2.4 
percent in 2008, according 
to a survey of three dozen 
of fhem by the Federal Re¬ 
serve Bank of Philadelphia. 
It shrank 0.3 percent in¬ 
stead. For 2009, they fore¬ 
cast the economy would 
shrink 0.8 percent. It shrank 
3.5 percent.^ 


$172,000 violin left 
on bus is recovered 

PHILADELPHIA (AP) — A rare violin worth $172,000 that was 
mistakenly left onboard a Boston-to-Philadelphia bus by a 
groggy music student from Taiwan has been found and 
refurned fo ifs grateful owner. Megabus USA director Bryony 
Chamberlain said Friday that a cleaning crew recovered 
the instrument, which had been left in an overhead bin 
earlier this week. The New England Conservatory student 
got on a Megabus in Boston with the 176-year-old violin 
but got off without it late Tuesday, police said. “It could 
have been quite a tragedy on Christmas, but in the end 
we were able to trace down the violin and put it back 
as soon as we could,” Chamberlain said. The 19-year-old 
student, Muchen Hsieh, told investigators that she left the 
instrument in an overhead bin and only realized she had 
forgotten it after she had been picked up. The violin was 
lent to her by the Chi Mei Culture Foundation in her native 
Taiwan while she studies in the U.S.Hsieh said she initially 
called the bus company to see if fhe insfrument had been 
found, buf she was told it wasn’t on board. Megabus 
offers low-cosf express bus service fo more than 70 cities 
in the U.S. and Canada. □ 



A display for Groupon is shown at the Nasdaq MarketSite, 
in New York. The good news is that Wall Street experts 
think stock prices will rise more than 10 percent next 
year. The bad news is that they expected big gains in 
2011 and got nearly zero instead. 

(AP Photo/Mark Lennihan) 
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Michigan City rejects Fed money, saying it is not free 


JOHN SCHWARTZ 
© 2011 New York Times 

Cats lie down with dogs. 
Water flows uphill. 

A city turns down $8.5 mil¬ 
lion in federal grant money. 
In what could be a new 
high-water mark of anti- 
Washington sentiment, the 
city of Troy, Mich., is reject¬ 
ing a long-planned trans¬ 
portation center whose 
construction would have 
been fully financed with 
federal stimulus money. 

The terminal, which would 
help Troy become a trans¬ 
portation node on an up¬ 
graded Detroit-to-Chica- 
go Amtrak line, was hailed 
by supporters as a way to 
create jobs and to spur 
economic development. 
But federal money is feder¬ 
al money, so with the urg¬ 
ing of the new mayor, who 
helped found the local 
Tea Party chapter, the City 
Council cast a 4-3 vote this 
week against granting a 
crucial contract, sending 
the project into limbo. 
“There's nothing free 
about government mon¬ 
ey," Mayor Janice Daniels 
said in an interview. “It’s 
never free, and it’s crip¬ 
pling our way of life." 

Other Republican office¬ 
holders have said, “Thanks, 
but no, thanks" to federal 
money for high-speed rail: 
Gov. Scott Walker of Wis¬ 


consin rejected an $810 
million federal grant to ex¬ 
tend passenger rail from 
Milwaukee to Madison; 
Gov. Chris Christie of New 
Jersey killed a project to dig 


a new commuter rail tunnel 
under the Hudson River. But 
those actions have gener¬ 
ally involved criticism of the 
underlying logic of the proj¬ 
ects, or projections of enor¬ 


mous costs to be borne 
down the line by state and 
local governments. 

The Troy transit center’s 
construction, by compari¬ 
son, required no local con¬ 
tribution, and its predicted 
annual maintenance cost 
of $31,000 was, in the con¬ 
text of the city's $50 million 
budget, “de minimis,” said 
Mark Miller, the assistant 
city manager. 

The federal government’s 
largess is no reason to build 
the transit center when the 
national debt stands at $15 
trillion, Daniels said. 

Yet if the money does not 
go to Troy, it will not be 
used to pay down the na¬ 
tional debt; it will be redi¬ 
rected to other projects. 
Taking Tea Party reason¬ 
ing to the local level has 
outraged supporters of 
the transit center, which 
has been in the works for a 
decade. Michele Hodges, 
the president of the Troy 
Chamber of Commerce, 
which supports the transit 
project, said that her or¬ 
ganization “will be a pit 
bull for what’s best for this 
community.” 

David A. Kotwicki, a local 
lawyer, noted that mem¬ 
bers of Congress might talk 
tough on spending, but 
that they still bring projects 
home to their districts. The 
vote against the transit 


center, he said, looks like 
“cutting off your nose to 
spite your face.” 

Besides, he asked, “What if 
there’s a grant to provide 
10 new police officers?" 
Michigan’s governor, Rick 
Snyder, a Republican, said 
through a spokeswoman 
that he was “disappoint¬ 
ed” in the town’s decision 
and would be “reviewing 
our options for utilizing the 
grant, including the poten¬ 
tial transfer of the grant to 
another applicant." 

Snyder had sent a letter to 
Daniels before the vote say¬ 
ing that the project would 
have “significant, positive 
economic development 
on your community and 
the state.” 

The transit fight is not Dan¬ 
iels’ first brush with contro¬ 
versy. 

Earlier this month, it was 
revealed that she posted 
a message to her Face- 
book page in June, after 
New York state approved 
same-sex marriage, stat¬ 
ing, “I think I am going to 
throw away my I Love New 
York carrying bag now that 
queers can get married 
there.” In the interview, she 
said she regretted the on¬ 
line comment. 

The vote Monday, she said, 
is about setting an example 
concerning the national 
debt.Q 



Michele Hodges, the president of the Troy Chamber of 
Commerce who supports the construction of the city’s 
planned transportation center, in Troy, Mich. In what 
could be a new high water mark of anti-Washington 
sentiment, Troy is rejecting the long-planned transit 
project whose construction would have been fully 
financed with federal stimulus money. 

(Stephen McGee/The New York Times) 
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Catholic Church 


SAN FRANCISCO (AP) — A 

Roman Catholic church 
in San Francisco that can¬ 
celed a series ot pre-Christ- 
mcs services featuring gay 
ministers from other de¬ 
nominations is being criti¬ 
cized for sending a nega¬ 
tive message to its predom¬ 
inantly gay and lesbian 
congregation. 

Pastor Steve Meriwether 
of Most Holy Redeemer 
Church late last month re¬ 
scinded the invitations he 
had extended to the three 
ministers at the direction of 
San Francisco Archbishop 
George Niederauer, the 
Son Francisco Chronicle re¬ 
ported Friday. 

The story first was reported 
by the Boy Area Reporter, a 
gay newspaper. 
Archdiocese spokesman 


George Wesolek told the 
Chronicle the archbishop 
felt the speakers were “in¬ 
appropriate for the season 
of Advent, which should 
be a time to reflect on the 
coming of Christ." 

Wesolek said he was un¬ 
sure how the archdiocese 
learned Most Holy Re¬ 
deemer had asked Otis 
Charles, a former Epis¬ 
copal bishop, Presbyte¬ 
rian Rev. Jane Spohr and 
Metropolitan Community 
Church Rev. Roland String- 
fellow. An article in Cali¬ 
fornia Catholic Doily men¬ 
tioned the Nov. 30 sched¬ 
uled appearance by Otis, 
who came out as gay af¬ 
ter he retired. 

“It’s a very delicate pas¬ 
toral situation,” Wesolek 
said. “There ore a lot of 
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in US disinvites gay clergy 



Reverend Dr. Jane Spahr, left, a Presbyterian minister, 
performs a same-sex marriage for Sherrie Hoimes, 
center, and Sara Taylor, at the Marin Civic Center in San 
Rafael, Calif. A Roman Catholic church in San Francisco 
that canceled a series of pre-Christmas services 
featuring gay ministers from other denominations is 
being criticized for sending a negative message to its 
predominantly gay and lesbian congregation. Pastor 
Steve Meriwether of Most Holy Redeemer Church late 
last month rescinded the invitations he had extended 
to Spahr and two other ministers at the direction of Son 
Francisco Archbishop George Niederauer, the Son 
Francisco Chronicle reported Friday, Dec. 23, 2011. 

(AP Photo/Eric Risberg, File) 


wonderful gays and lesbi¬ 
ans who attend Most Holy 
Redeemer, but there are 
parameters that must be 
followed." 


Stringfellow, a minister for 
the gay-oriented Metropol¬ 
itan Community Church, 
had been scheduled to 
speak Wednesday. The 


cancellations were an in¬ 
sult to the clergy involved 
and sends a message to 
gay and lesbian Catholics 
that they are unwelcome 
within the Catholic Church, 
Stringfellow said. 

“Most congregations invite 
speakers who can speak 
well to their community’s 
concerns,” he said. “We 
are all clergy within our 
own rites and denomina¬ 
tions, and we were very 
disrespected by the idea 
that we can only give a talk 
that’s about gay rights." 
The archdiocese has 
stepped in before to draw 
a line when it felt Most 
Holy Redeemer’s support 
for gay Catholics has tres¬ 
passed into advocacy for 
gay rights. 

Niederauer ordered the 
parish in 2009 to cancel 
a performance of a play 
that explores the subject 
of adolescent sexuality in 
a Christian context, ac¬ 
cording to the Chronicle. 
The parish also was told to 
end its official participation 
in Son Francisco’s annual 
Gay Pride porode.Q 


Murder charge for NY man 
accused of burning woman 


TOM HAYS 
Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — A grand jury 
has indicted a New York City 
man on first-degree murder 
charges accusing him of killing 
a 73-year-old woman by dous¬ 
ing her with gasoline and set¬ 
ting her on fire, authorities said 
Friday. 

The indictment also charges Je¬ 
rome Isaac with arson. He was 
not in court Friday in Brooklyn 
when a prosecutor informed 
a judge of the formal charges. 
Outside court, defense attorney 
Howard Tanner told reporters 
that the murder indictment was 
expected. □ 



Jerome Isaac, sits in a poiice car after being ied out 
of the 77th Precinct in the Brooklyn borough of New 
York, following his arrest in the death of a woman set 
afire in an elevator. Isaac told police he set 73-year- 
old Deloris Gillespie on fire because he was angry 
that she owed him $2,000, authorities said Sunday. 

(AP Photo/Robert Meceo) 
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Controlling Libya’s missiles by buying them up 



A Libyan rebel urges people to leave, as shelling from Gad- 
hafi's forces started landing on the frontline outside of Bin 
Jawaad, 150 km east of Sirte, central Libya. The United States is 
discussing with the Libyan interim government the creation of 
a program to purchase shoulder-fired, heat-seeking missiles 
from militia members and others who gathered them during 
the war, U.S. government officials said. 

(AP Photo/Anja Niedringhaus, File) 


C.J CHIVERS 
© 2011 New York Times 
TRIPOLI, Libya - The United 
States is discussing with the 
Libyan interim government 
the creation of a program 
to purchase shoulder-fired, 
heat-seeking missiles from 
militia members and others 
who gathered them during 
the war, U.S. government of¬ 
ficials said. 

The talks are the latest step 
in a multinational effort to 
contain the risks posed by 
the thousands of portable 
anti-aircraft weapons that 
are unaccounted for after 
former-rebel fighters overran 
government weapons de¬ 
pots during the battle against 
Moammar Gadhafi's forces. 
Western security officials 
worry that terrorists could use 
this particular type of missile, 
which is lightweight and rela¬ 
tively easy to fire, to menace 
civilian passenger planes. 
Details remain unresolved, 
the officials said. But in es¬ 
sence the United States 
would provide money and 
technical support to Libya's 
government, which would 
purchase the missiles, and 
either lock them up in gov¬ 
ernment arsenals or destroy 


them. 

“We think we have come 
to the point where we 
need some sort of special 
program,” one official fa¬ 
miliar with the plans said. 
The missiles, believed to 
command premium prices 
on the black market, are 
a limited threat to mod¬ 
ern military warplanes but 
pose potentially grave 
dangers to civilian aircraft, 
which rarely are equipped 


with the electronic coun¬ 
termeasures that can 
thwart heat-seeking war¬ 
heads. 

Known as Man-Portable 
Air Defense Systems, or 
MANPADS, the missiles are 
a class of weapon that 
includes the well-known 
Stinger. The version loose 
in large quantities in Libya, 
the SA-7, is an earlier East¬ 
ern bloc generation. 
Assistant Secretary of Stafe 


Andrew J. Shapiro raised 
the U.S. desire to arrange 
a purchase program in a 
meeting this month with Lib¬ 
ya’s new defense minister, 
according to U.S. officials 
familiar with the proposal. 
The United States has com¬ 
mitted $40 million to secure 
Libya’s arms stockpiles, 
much of it to prevent the 
spread of MANPADS. No 
budget has been designed 
for a purchase program, 
and the price to be paid for 
each missile and its compo¬ 
nents has not been deter¬ 
mined, the official said. 

If Libya agrees to a pro¬ 
gram, prices will probably 
be set by Libyan officials 
after testing the market, he 
added. 

The official, along with oth¬ 
ers, spoke on the condi¬ 
tion of anonymity because 
the program, if approved, 
would be classified. 
Although such efforts are 
often called “buyback” 
programs, in this case even 
the label raises sensitivities, 
officials said. 

Affer providing Stinger mis¬ 
siles to Afghan forces fight¬ 
ing the Soviets in the 1980s, 
the United States organized 


a buyback program, try¬ 
ing to reduce the chance 
that the missiles would be 
used against international 
civilian air traffic or Western 
military planes. In Libya, the 
program would not tech¬ 
nically be a buyback, as 
these weapons were not 
provided by the West, U.S. 
officials said. They were pur¬ 
chased from Eastern bloc 
suppliers during Gadhafi’s 
long period of arms acqui¬ 
sition. Matthew H. Schroed- 
er, a researcher who covers 
proliferation of MANPADS 
at the Federation of Ameri¬ 
can Scientisfs, said that 
such purchase programs 
had taken missiles out of cir- 
culafion in Afghanistan and 
Iraq. “These programs have 
netted MANPADS in the 
past, in at least quantities in 
the low hundreds,” he said. 
He emphasized that he did 
not know any details of the 
U.S. plans for Libya, and that 
he could not comment on 
them. The U.S. government 
has estimated that Libya’s 
military imported 20,000 
of fhe missiles during Gad¬ 
hafi’s reign; the number 
now missing is a fraction of 
that.Q 
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Yemen protesters attacked by regime loyalists 


AHMED AL-HAJ 
Associated Press 
SANAA, Yemen (AP) — 

Men swinging sticks and 
soldiers firing rifles at¬ 
tacked protesters de¬ 
manding Yemen's presi¬ 
dent be brought to trial 
over the killings of anti¬ 
government demonstra¬ 
tors, wounding 10 people, 
witnesses and a medic 
said. The protesters were 
heading toward the city's 
edge Friday to greet a 
march of thousands arriv¬ 
ing from the city of Taiz, 
about 170 miles (270 kilo¬ 
meters) to the south. The 
four-day march, dubbed 
the March of Life was due 
to reach Sanaa on Satur¬ 
day. The lengthy march, 
a first in the 10 months of 
demonstrations, aims to 
pressure a new national 
unity government and 
parliament to reject a 
deal granting President 
Ali Abdullah Saleh immu¬ 
nity from prosecution in 
return tor stepping down 
after more than 33 years in 
power. New presidential 
elections are set for Feb. 
21. The deal has failed to 
end the protests, which 
began in February and 
immediately drew a harsh 
government crackdown. 
The unrest has further de¬ 
stabilized a fragile and 
impoverished nation best 
by numerous conflicts 
and home to a danger¬ 
ous al-Qaida offshoot. The 


parliament is expected to 
discuss the immunity issue 
Saturday. Protester Ab- 
del-Hadi al-Azazi said the 
Friday's crowds making 
their way to the edge of 
Sanaa were attacked by 
stick-wielding men in plain 
clothes. Then, troops loy¬ 
al to Saleh fired at them. 
The medic, speaking on 
condition of anonymity 
because he is not autho¬ 
rized to brief journalists, 
said 10 people were in¬ 
jured, including one in 
serious condition with a 
gunshot wound to the 
head. “Our rally rejects 
the immunity to Saleh and 
his regime members and 
we are calling for him to 
be put on trial for the kill¬ 
ing of protesters,” said 
Munther al-Asbahi. 

The U.N. Security Council 
said Thursday it expects 
presidential elections in 
Yemen to go ahead as 
scheduled on Feb. 21 
and rival parties to honor 
the deal that led Saleh 
to hand power to his vice 
president. 

The council said in a 
statement Thursday that 
the national unity govern¬ 
ment installed on Dec. 
10 and the parties must 
implement the deal “in 
a transparent and timely 
manner, and in a spirit of 
inclusion and reconcilia¬ 
tion.” The council said it 
also expects other parts 
of the agreement to be 
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honored, including the dialogue, and a program manitarian and econom- 
writing of a new constitu- of reforms to tackle “the ic challenges that Yemen 
tion, initiation of a national profound security, hu- faces."□ 



Armed Yemeni tribesmen escort demonstrators during a four-day march from Taiz to 
Sanaa demanding the prosecution of Yemen’s President Ali Abdullah Saleh in Dhamar, 
Yemen, Friday, Dec. 23, 2011. 

(AP Photo/Hani Mohammed) 
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Rift between Turkey and France worsens 


SEBNEM ARSU 
© 2011 New York Times 
ISTANBUL - In a worsening 
diplomatic rupture otter 
the French Parliament ap¬ 
proved legislation crimi¬ 
nalizing denials ot Turkish 
genocide against Arme¬ 
nians in the early 20th cen¬ 
tury, Prime Minister Recep 
Tayyip Erdogan of Turkey hit 
back on Friday by accus¬ 
ing France of massacres in 
Algeria during its rule there. 
Turkey halted diplomatic 
consultations and military 
dealings with France on 
Thursday after the lower 
house of the French Par¬ 
liament backed the legis¬ 
lation. “Approximately 15 
percent of the population 
in Algeria have been sub¬ 
jected to a massacre by 
the French starting from 
1945," Erdogan said, refer¬ 
ring to French rule ending 
in 1962. “This is genocide.” 
The Associated Press 
quoted him as saying that 
French colonists massa¬ 
cred Algerians and burned 
their bodies in ovens. 

His remarks seemed cer¬ 
tain to worsen the dispute 
between two nations with 
long imperial histories that 
have left successive gen¬ 
erations to wrestle with the 
repercussions of actions in 
the past. But the dispute 
has more immediate over¬ 
tones, with France, a pow¬ 
erful member of the Euro¬ 


pean Union, in a diplomatic 
clash with Turkey, which has 
long been frustrated in ef¬ 
forts to join the union. 

“It is impossible for us to re¬ 
main silent in face of this ex¬ 
tremely intentional decision 
taken on false motives," 
Erdogan said in a televised 


CHOESANG-HUN 
© 2011 New York Times 
SEOUL, South Korea - North 
Korea urged South Korea 
on Friday to “show proper 
respect" over the death of 
its leader, Kim Jong II, call¬ 
ing the South’s decision to 
express sympathy for the 
North Korean people but 
not to send a government 
delegation to Kim’s funeral 
next week “an unbearable 
insult and mockery of our 
dignity.” 

The statement, carried on 
the North’s official website, 
Uriminzokkiri.com was the 
new Pyongyang leader¬ 
ship’s first comment on a 
South Korean policy since 
it announced on Monday 
that Kim died of heart at¬ 
tack last Saturday. 

Kim’s sudden death and 
the untested leadership of 
his son and heir, Kim Jong 
Un, have set off a frenzy of 
analysis in the region over 
where the North Korean 
regime was headed under 
the young successor and 


statement on Thursday af¬ 
ter the French parliamen¬ 
tary vote. “We halt all kinds 
of political dialogue with 
France, cancel bilateral 
military functions and joint 
exercises as of now.” 

The French bill requires 
a fine of 45,000 euros, or 


how its neighbors should 
deal with it. or regional 
powers, the death of the 
man regarded by many 
North Koreans as a national 
patriarch but by the rest of 


about $58,700, and a year 
in jail for “those who have 
praised, denied or roughly 
and publicly downplayed 
genocidal crimes, crimes 
against humanity and war 
crimes." It is not expected 
to be considered by the 
upper house until after the 


the world as a ruthless dic¬ 
tator is also creating thorny 
questions of protocol. 

“The South’s authorities 
must think about the grave 
impact its actions will have 


new year. That Erdogan 
took such pronounced 
steps before the bill had be¬ 
come law underscores the 
obstacles facing Turkey’s 
reach for a new interna¬ 
tional profile and its long- 
frustrated efforts to join the 
European Union.Q 


on North-South relations,” 
the North Korean state¬ 
ment warned. “Depend¬ 
ing on what it does, the 
relations can thaw or com¬ 
pletely derail.” 

It said North Korea will open 
its air and land border with 
the South to accept all 
condolence delegations 
from South Korea, both pri¬ 
vate and governmental. 
Guaranteeing their safety, 
the statement warned the 
South against blocking 
their trips. 

The statement was another 
sign that the new leader¬ 
ship in the North, whoever 
its key members might be, 
was sufficiently in control 
to strike a typically strident 
posture toward South Ko¬ 
rea. On Friday, the North 
Korean media’s efforts to 
rally support behind the 
young leader appeared 
to reach fever pitch when 
they said North Koreans 
“will become human rifles 
and bombs to defend our 
respected comrade Kim 
Jong Un with our lives.” 
“Under the dying wishes 
of Comrade Kim Jong II, 
we will follow our peer¬ 
less leader and respected 
comrade Kim Jong Un 
to the ends of earth and 
heaven,” Rodong Sinmun, 
the Workers’ Party newspa¬ 
per, said. “Comrade Kim 
Jong Un, please take care 
of your health.”□ 
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Workers at the Taean Heavy Machine Complex bow to 
pay respects to late North Korean leader Kim Jong II at a 
mourning site In the complex In Pyongyang, North Korea. 
North Korea urged South Korea on Friday to “show proper 
respect” over the death of its leader, Kim Jong II, calling 
the South’s decision to express sympathy for the North 
Korean people but not to send a government delegation 
to Kim’s funeral next week “an unbearable Insult and 
mockery of our dignity.” 

(AP Photo) 
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North Korea warns south to show ‘respect’ for Kim Jong II 
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Caribbean news briefs 

Parliament meets 
behind closed doors 

HAVANA (AP) — Cuba's parliament met Friday in one of 
its twice-yearly sessions to get on update from President 
Raul Castro on the island’s economic situation otter o 
year of tree-market reforms including the legalization of 
o real estate market and the expansion of private busi¬ 
ness ownership. Parliament gathered behind closed doors 
for what was expected to be a one-day plenary session. 
There has been speculation lawmakers might ease hated 
travel restrictions that keep most Cubans from ever leav¬ 
ing the island, but there has been no mention in official 
news media. The National Assembly convenes briefly 
twice a year for business-packed legislative sessions. For¬ 
eign journalists hove been allowed to attend opening or 
closing speeches in past sessions, but have no access this 
time around, and the sessions are not televised live. State 
media quoted Economy Minister Adel Yzquierdo as telling 
lawmakers the government expected economic growth 
to come in at 3.4 percent in 2012, a bit better than the 2.7 
percent expected to be registered this year. It said par¬ 
liamentarians voted in a morning session to approve next 
year’s budget, but gave no details. □ 


President cancels concert 
to raise funds for school 


PORT-AU-PRINCE, Haiti (AP) — Haiti pop star-turned-pres- 
ident Michel Martelly will not be singing Friday night at a 
concert that aimed to raise money for schools.Presidential 
adviser Damian Merlo said the concert was canceled be¬ 
cause of the holiday season and the complexity of orga¬ 
nizing such an event. Martelly had said he would take the 
stage as his alter ego, “Sweet Micky”. He also had urged 
officials from the United Nations and the neighboring Do¬ 
minican Republic to buy tickets to help raise $10 million for 
the country’s education program. Merlo said the adminis¬ 
tration still plans to do a concert next year. □ 

Police arrest 5 suspected 
of organizing pirate attacks 

GEORGETOWN, Guyana (AP) — Police in the South Ameri¬ 
can country of Guyana have arrested five men they say 
are suspected of masterminding dozens of recent pirate 
attacks on local fishermen. Commander Steve Merai said 
Friday that the men routinely targeted fishing boats in the 
waters between Guyana and Suriname. The suspects 
have pleaded not guilty to charges including piracy and 
armed robbery. Guyana has cracked down on piracy 
in recent years, increasing penalties from five to up to 
25 years in prison. The government also is helping equip 
fishing boats with radios and tracking devices to help re¬ 
sponders find them quickly in emergencies.Q 


Prince Philip hospitalized with chest pains 



Queen Elizabeth M’s husband was hospitalized Friday evening af¬ 
ter experiencing chest pains, British royai officials said. 


CASSANDRA VINOGRAD 
Associated Press 
LONDON (AP) — Queen 
Elizabeth H’s husband was 
hospitalized Friday evening 
after experiencing chest 
pains, British royal officials 
said. Prince Philip, 90, was 
taken from Sandringham, 
the queen’s sprawling es¬ 
tate in rural Norfolk, to the 
cardiac unit at Papworth 
Hospital in Cambridge for 
“precautionary tests,” a 
spokeswoman for Bucking¬ 
ham Palace said. 

She declined to comment 
further and spoke on cus¬ 
tomary condition of ano¬ 
nymity. A hospital spokes¬ 
woman referred all calls 
back to the palace. 
Papworth Hospital's web¬ 
site says it is the U.K.’s larg¬ 
est specialist cardiothorac- 
ic hospital and the coun¬ 
try’s main heart and lung 
transplant center, offering 
services such as cardiol¬ 
ogy, respiratory medicine 
and cardiothoracic surgery 
and transplantation. 

Philip is known for his good 
health and rarely misses 
royal engagements. Upon 
his 90th birthday in June, 
he announced plans to cut 
back his official duties. 

He came down with a cold 
in October and canceled 


an overnight visit to Italy in 
order to recover. That illness 
came shortly after Philip 
accompanied the queen 
on a a busy 11-day official 
royal tour of Australia. 

The colorful and often out¬ 
spoken husband of Eliza¬ 
beth has been a familiar 
figure at his wife’s side for 
decades. He has champi¬ 
oned numerous charities 
over the years, but is advis¬ 
ing the ones he heads to 
start planning an orderly 
transition as he plots the 
end of his working life. 

Philip has been at San¬ 
dringham since Monday 


for the royal family's Christ¬ 
mas festivities, Buckingham 
Palace said. 

The royals will celebrate a 
traditional Christmas this 
weekend, followed by a 
year’s worth of festivities to 
mark the queen’s 60th year 
on the throne. 

Elizabeth and Philip are 
planning to mark the 
event with a series of tours 
throughout England to cul¬ 
minate with a celebration 
in London in early June 
that will include an unprec¬ 
edented pageant on the 
River Thames with up to 
1,000 boats taking part.Q 
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Mexico Mayan region 


ADRIANA GOMEZ LICON 
MEXICO CITY (AP) — Seize 
the day. 

Only a year is left befare 
Dec. 21, 2012, when some 
believe the Maya predict¬ 
ed the end of the world. 
While some doomsday the¬ 
orists may suggest putting 
together survival kits, peo¬ 
ple in southeastern Mexico, 
the heart of Maya territory, 
plan to throw a yearlong 
celebration. And to make 
a profit while they party. 
Mexico’s tourism agency 
expects to draw 52 million 
visitors over the coming 
year just to the five states 
richest inMaya heritage. 
Mexico as a whole is ex¬ 
pected to lure just 22 million 
foreigners this year. 

It is selling the dote, the 
Winter Solstice, as a time 
of renewal. Most Mexican 
archaeological authorities 
say that the 2012 reference 
on a 1,300-year-old stone 
tablet only marks the end 
of a cycle in the Mayan cal¬ 
endar, not an apocalypse. 
“The world will not end. It is 
an era,” said Yeanet Zaldo, 
a tourism spokeswoman 
for the Caribbean state of 
Quintana Roo, home to 
Cancun. “For us, it is a mes- 



This June 1,2007 shows 
a Mayan priest taking 
part in a ceremony 
before 22 traditional 
Mayan canoes cross the 
Yucatan Channel, from 
the mainland near Playa 
Del Carmen, Mexico, to 
Cozumel Island, in a ten 
mile pilgrimage in honor 
of the Mayan goddess 
Ixchel. 

Associated Press 

sage of hope.” Cities and 
towns in the Mayan region 
are starting the yearlong 
countdown on Wednes¬ 
day. The city at Tapachula 
an the Guatemalan border 
will start an 8-faot (2.5-me¬ 
ter) digital clock in its main 
park ta begin the count- 
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launches apocalypse countdown 


down exactly a year be¬ 
fare the date. 

In the nearby archae- 
alogical site at Iza- 
pa, Maya priests will burn 
incense, chant and offer 
prayers. 

On Mexico’s Caribbean 
coast, between the re¬ 
sorts of Cancun and Playa 
del Carmen, people are 


putting messages and 
photos in a time capsule 
that will be buried for 50 
years. Maya priests and In¬ 
dian dancers will perform 
a ritual at the time capsule 


ceremany. 

“Peaple wha still live in Ma¬ 
yan villages will hast rites 
and burn incense far us to 
go back in time and try to 
understand the Mayan wis¬ 
dom,” Zaldo said. 

Yucatan state has an¬ 
nounced plans to com¬ 
plete the Maya Museum of 
Merida by next summer. 


And President Felipe Calde¬ 
ron recently announced 
there would be about 
500 Maya-themed events 
throughout the year in 
southern Mexico, including 


workshops and dance and 
music festivals. 

Officials are building a 
state-run tourist hotel at the 
natural reserve of Calakmul 
in the state of Campeche. 
And the National Institute of 
Anthropology and History 
is opening three additional 
ruins to tourists. 

Some theorists have found 
evidence of a 2012 apoc¬ 
alypse in the Bible, the 
praphesies of Nostradamus 
ar in the alignment at ce¬ 
lestial badies, and official 
assurances that the world 
is likely to continue have 
not convinced everyone. 
An article on the website 
“survivalguide2012” ad¬ 
vises readers that in ad¬ 
dition to stocking up on 
emergency supplies, they 
might consider heading 
ta mountains on Dec. 21, 
perhaps thase in Alaska or 
Bolivia. Regardless whether 
the threat of December 21, 
2012, is real or not, there is 
no harm in being prepared” 
said the author, writing un¬ 
der the name Yang Muffins. 
The Mayan civilization, 
which reached its height 
from 300 A.D. to 900 A.D., 
had a talent far astronamy 
Its Long Count calendar be¬ 
gins in 3,114 B.C., marking 
time in raughly 394-year 
periads knawn as Baktuns. 
Thirteen was a significant, 
sacred number for the Ma¬ 
yas, and they wrote that 
the 13th Baktun ends on 
Dec. 21, 2012. The dooms¬ 
day theories stem from a 
pair at tablets discovered 
in the 1960s at the archae¬ 
ological site at Tortuguera 
in the Gulf at Mexica state 
of Tabasco that describe 
the return at a Mayan god 
at the end of a 13th peri¬ 
od. “The Maya are viewed 
by many westerners as 
exotic folks that were sup¬ 
posed to have had some 
special, secret knowl¬ 
edge,” said Maya scholar 
Sven Granemeyer. “What 
happens is that aur expec- 
tatians and fears get pra- 
jected on the Maya cal¬ 
endar.” Granemeyer of La 
Trobe University in Australia 
compares the supposed 
Mayan prophecies to the 
“Y2K” hype, when people 
feared all computer sys¬ 
tems would crash when 
the new millennium began 
on Jan. 1,2000.Q 
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This June 1,2007 file photo shows a Mayan statue stands 
in Playa Del Carmen, Mexico, where peopie wiii gather 
before making their way across the Yucatan Channei, to 
the Cozumei Isiand, in a ten miie piigrimage in honor of 
the Mayan goddess Ixchei. 

Associated Press 





























Special Recognition for Dimitri Pavlowitch 






Palm Beach - Aviation vet¬ 
eran Dimitri Pavlowitch, the 
General Manager of Gen¬ 
eral Air Services at Reina 
Beatrix Airport received 
a standing-ovation as his 
praises were recited by 
Managing Director and 
CEO Alejandro Muyole, 
during the company's 
yeorend gala affair at the 
Westin Aruba Resort. 



Pavlowitch was lauded 
for his patience, his ever- 
readiness, his easy man¬ 
ner, and steel resolution, 
his foresight and true grit, 
in handling airplanes, 
company employees and 
passengers at the busy air¬ 
port: “Unafraid to propose 
what is bold, not conform¬ 
ing to the usual mold, nev¬ 
er backing down when 
he sees what is true, and 
telling it all straight, and 
meaning it all too.” 

The humble Pavlowitch 
accepted the handshake 
and the engraved plaque 
from Muyale garciously, 
and without lingering any 
further went on to share 
it with his peers as he pre¬ 
sented the top performers 
of General Air Services and 



Tiara Air with their certifi¬ 
cates and plaques. 
General Air Service pro¬ 
vides Ground Handling 
Services at the airport han¬ 
dling a great number of air¬ 
line companies, os well os 
Tiara Air, Aruba’s notional 
airline. □ 


AAA: 

Negotiaitions for the new 
Collective Work 
Agreement start on 
January 11, 2012 

ORANJESTAD - On December 22nd, 2011, AAA met 
with STA together with the mediator Mr. Anselmo 
Pontilius regarding the new Collective Work Agreement. 
It was a very short meeting where the mediator requested 
both parties to perform the negotiations in a professional 
matter, with realistic proposals and mutual respect and 
keeping close consideration with the current and future 
global financial crisis. With this said it was agreed by both 
parties that the first meeting will be held on January 11, 

2012.a 
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Secret Santa visits Radisson 



Palm Beach - The Radisson Aruba Resort Casino 
& Spa managers congregated at the resort's 
Plaza Club suite to exchange gifts and intormal- 
ly celebrate the season. 

General Manager Rob Smith welcomed his de¬ 
partment heads and managers thanking them 


for improving the resort’s overall guest satisfac¬ 
tion ratings while in the midst of a room refresh 
and renovation, a significant achievement he 
attributed to their stellar performance and yes- 
l-can attitude. 

Managers enjoyed the often-comical random 


assignment of other members of management 
to whom they anonymously gave a gift, and 
got a kick out of the guessing game leading 
to the reveal of the identity of the gift-giving 
colleague.n Pictured here some unique gift- 
unwrapping styles and great fun, over cocktails 
and hors d'oeuvres. □ 


Aruhiba, The 1 and Only Homemade Arnban Cigar 




ORANJESTAD- Benjamin 
Petrocchi started the newest 
export product of Aruba, lo¬ 
cally produced cigars called 
“Aruhiba”. These cigars are 
produced and cultivated in 
Aruba. Petrocchi has always 
had an interest in the cigar 
business and has also sold 
Premium Cuban Cigars, and 
now he is growing his own 
tobacco crop. After many at¬ 
tempts and trips to Santo Do¬ 
mingo and Cuba he started 
his own production and cul¬ 
tivation of Aruhiba Cigars in 
Aruba. The process took ten 
years. Petrocchi dedication to 
the cigars is important for the 
molding and process of mak¬ 
ing a perfect cigar which takes 
a long time. The cigar box is 



specially designed for the ci¬ 
gars with the logo “Aruhiba”. 
Petrocchi considers Aruhiba a 
promotion for Aruba through 
fine quality cigars. 

The company sells Interna¬ 
tional cigars as well. Buy a 
gift box of Aruhiba Corona 
with five cigars and you will 
get 1 FREE cigar of $35. Lo¬ 
cated at the Historic Dutch 
Windmill. Open from Mon¬ 
day to Saturday from 9am till 


8:30pm. And open on Sunday 
from 9am to 1pm. Aruhiba is 
only available in above men¬ 
tioned stores. 

Visit our authentic tobacco 
farm where cigars are hand¬ 
made. For tour to the tabaco 
factory call: 586-0347 buy & 
receive one Aruban cigar free 
with this article. 

Address: soledad 14-a, noord • 
tel: (297) 593-6177 • bap59@ 
live.comQ 
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Mrs.Nelly Castro wins $1.200 



PALM BEACH - Mrs.Nelly 
Castro discovered his lucky 
streak in the newly reno¬ 
vated Aura Casino “where 
players win". 

She won a total amount ot 
$1,200 at the Aura Casino 
at the Occidental Grand 
while playing on the brand 


new slot machines! 
Mrs.Castro is enjoying 
a wondertull vacation 
with her husband tor a 
week. 

They've been coming to 
Aruba for 5 years, and 
are staying in The Oc¬ 
cidental Grand Hotel. 


The management and staff 
of the Aura Casino wont to 
wish Mrs.Castro congratu¬ 
lations on his great win on 
the slotmachine “Quik hit" 
The center of Aruba 
has definitely shifted 
here at the Aura Casino, 
which happenstobesmack- 


at the Aura Casino! 



dab in the middle of all the maybe you can be one 
action on Palm Beach, of Aura Casino's next 
Come and try your luck, lucky winnersQ 


At the Wesfin Aruba Resort 


General Air Services and Tiara Air Celebrate the Holidays 



Palm Beach - Managing 
Director and CEO Alejan¬ 
dro Muyale, welcomed 
the employees of General 
Air Service and Tiara Air to 
the Palm Beach ballroom 
for the traditional yearend 



gala and award party. 

The Westin culinary team 
served a spectacular holi¬ 
day buffet and Tsunami en¬ 
tertained filling the dance 
floor with elegantly dressed 
couples and friends. 

The official part of the eve¬ 
ning was emceed by Nelio 
Gomes Da Silva and Gen¬ 
eral Air Service General 
Manager Dimitri Pavlowitch 
who presented top per¬ 
formers with handsomely 
engraved plaques, gifts, 
pats on the back and ap¬ 
plause. 

Both Carlos Niebles and 
Charlotte Heemstadt 
earned the Employee of 


the Year title for General Air 
Services in the Above the 
Wing category, the first as 
a Customer Service Agent, 
and the second as Lead 
Agent. Both were lauded 
for their excellent work eth¬ 
ic and skills, serving incom¬ 
ing and outgoing passen¬ 
gers at Reina Beatrix Airport 
with infinite patience and 
professionalism. Both Oscar 
Caroscal and Edmundo 
Tromp won the Employee 
of the Year title at General 
Air Services in the Below the 
Wing Ramp category, the 
first as an agent and the 
second as a coordinator. 

Both were recognized for 




their stellar attitude and 
conduct, servicing ingo¬ 
ing and outgoing airplanes 
and handling luggage at 
Reina Beatrix Airport, with 
total dedication, focus and 
pride. Pictured here the 


Award Ceremony for Gen¬ 
eral Air Services where cer¬ 
tificates were handed to all 
nominees, plaques to the 
winners, and a special 25*^ 
anniversary certificate to 
Victoriano Flanegin.Q 
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Many ski areas lack an essential ingredient: snow 



A skier makes his way down an artificially snow-covered run at Mount Snow in West Dover, Vt. 
Many ski areas opened late this year, and the slow start is threatening the fragile economy of towns 
that rely heavily on ski traffic that usually starts in earnest over the holidays. 

(Matthew Cavanaugh/The New York Times) 


ABBY GOODNOUGH 
© 2011 New York Times 
WEST DOVER, Vt. - There 
were far too many skis on 
hand this week at High Al¬ 
titude, a rental shop on 
the road to Mount Snow 
here, and Andrew Glover, 
the manager, was for too 
lonely. 

The problem was the 
weather. Week otter mad¬ 
dening week of unusually 
balmy temperatures hove 
mode snowfall scant in 
New England, and, worse, 
wreaked havoc on snow¬ 
making at ski resorts that 
like to have a healthy base 
of, at the least, manmade 
snow by Christmas. 

Many ski areas opened late 
this year, and the slow start 
is threatening the fragile 
economy of towns that rely 
on the ski traffic that usually 
starts in earnest over the 
holidays. Hundreds of sea¬ 
sonal workers have been 
unable to start their jobs, 
while some innkeepers re¬ 
port far more empty rooms 
than is customary during 
the holidays. 

“We opened two weeks 
before Thanksgiving, and 
to this point we haven’t 
even done $2,500 worth of 
sales,” said Glover, whose 
shop also sells ski and snow¬ 
boarding gear. “It’s been 
wacky weather, and it’s 
been really tough.” 

Nor is the frustration limited 
to the Northeast. Out West, 


some of the country’s more 
famous ski resorts have 
been waiting for the steady 
snowfall that made last 
year an epic season. 

At Squaw Valley in Olym¬ 
pic Valley, Calif., near Lake 
Tahoe, only 15 percent of 
the mountain was open 
this week. Just 12 inches of 
snow had fallen at the base 
of the resort and 26 inches 
on the upper mountain, by 
far the lowest in a decade 
for this time of year. (By this 
point in 2010, the resort had 
received 135 inches at the 
base and 246 inches on its 
upper mountain.) At Alta 
Ski Area, near Salt Lake 
City, the base depth was 34 
inches, compared with 105 
inches last year at this time. 
“People are just ready to 
sacrifice someone to the 
gods,” said Bill Clifford of 
Cumberland, Maine, who 
plans to spend the holiday 
week with his family at Sug- 
arloaf, where 15 out of 153 
trails were open Thursday. 
“Everyone’s depressed, 
knowing those limited trails 
will be crowded and not 
very much fun.” 

On the few days and nights 
that temperatures have 
dropped and lingered be¬ 
low the mid-20s, ski areas 
in the Northeast have gone 
into manic snowmaking 
mode. Bill Stenger, presi¬ 
dent and chief executive 
of Jay Peak Resort in Jay, 
Vt., said the resort had 


been able to make snow 
on about 15 days this sea¬ 
son, about half the usual 
number. 

“We’re going like hell” on 
days that are cold enough 
to fire up the snow guns, he 
said. “Our guys are working 
24 hours a day.” 

But those efforts have 
been foiled at times - as 
on Wednesday, when tem¬ 
peratures rose into the 40s 
in southern Vermont. 

“If Mother Nature’s not go¬ 
ing to give us the snow, 
she’s got to give us the 
temperatures,” said David 
Meeker, a spokesman for 
Mount Snow, where 16 of 80 
trails were open Thursday. 
Jiminy Peak Mountain Re¬ 
sort, in Hancock, Mass., 
opened on Dec. 10, later 
than its usual Thanksgiving 
start, delaying paychecks 
for hundreds of seasonal 
workers. Brian Fairbank, 
president and chief execu¬ 
tive, said that about 800 ski¬ 
ers had visited the ski area 
by mid-December, down 
from 3,000 by that point last 
year. 

“The Valium bottle in my 
drawer - I haven’t taken it 
out yet or opened it yet,” 
Fairbank said. “But it’s 
close.” 

Mad River Glen, a ski area 
in Waitsfield, Vt., which 
prides itself on making mini¬ 
mal snow and relying al¬ 
most entirely on the natural 
kind, has yet to open at all. 


“There’s probably about 45 
people waiting just to start 
work,” said Jamey Wimble, 
Mad River’s president and 
chief executive. 

At Okemo Mountain Re¬ 
sort in Ludlow, Vt., 33 trails 
were open Tuesday, com¬ 
pared with 70 or 80 this 
time last year, said Bonnie 
MacPherson, the resort’s 
spokeswoman. Okemo 
has focused on where it is 
easiest to make snow, she 


fickle. Parts of Vermont and 
Massachusetts were ea¬ 
gerly expecting a few inch¬ 
es overnight Thursday and 
Friday morning. 

“We know the snow will 
come,” said Jennifer Ru¬ 
dolph, spokeswoman for 
Colorado Ski Country USA, 
a trade association that 
represents 22 of the state’s 
ski resorts. 

There is a bright spot: 
northern New Mexico, 



Vehicles move down a road with Mount Snow looming in the 
background in West Dover, Vt., Dec. 19, 2011. Many ski areas 
opened late this year, and the slow start is threatening the frag¬ 
ile economy of towns that rely heavily on ski traffic that usually 
starts in earnest over the holidays. 

(Matthew Cavanaugh/The New York Times) 


said: high on the mountain, 
which means intermediate 
and advanced trails. 

In Colorado, ski areas like 
Keystone and Arapahoe 
Basin had opened less 
than half of their terrain, 
although colder tempera¬ 
tures were allowing snow¬ 
making machines to keep 
runs open and both had a 
few inches of snowfall this 
week. 

In both the East and the 
West, ski industry workers 
said it was too soon to pre¬ 
dict how the season would 
shape up, because De¬ 
cember snowfall is typically 


where Taos Ski Valley has 
received more than 50 
inches of snow this month, 
compared with only 6 last 
December. 

“This is the best opening 
we’ve had since 2002,” 
said Adriana Blake, a 
spokeswoman. 

At Vermont’s Mount Snow, 
an arsenal of some 250 
fan guns and 800 air water 
guns have built the base 
depth to 10 to 18 inches 
and, thanks to cold tem¬ 
peratures over the week¬ 
end, doubled the resort’s 
skiable terrain between Fri¬ 
day and Tuesday.Q 
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In this May 30, 2011, file photo, 
IndyCar driver Dan Wheldon, 
of England, poses with the 
Borg-Warner Trophy during 
the traditional winners photo 
of the Indianapolis 500 auto 
race champion on the start/ 
finish line at the Indianapo¬ 
lis Motor Speedway in India¬ 
napolis. Two-time Indianapolis 
500 winner Wheldon was killed 
Oct. 16 during IndyCar’s sea¬ 
son finale in Las Vegas in a fi¬ 
ery 15-car crash. 

Associated Press 

Sports 
mourns 
losses on the 
track and in 
the air 

FRED LIEF 
AP Sports Writer 

The images were of fire 
and smoke, of wreckage 
from ferrifying, high-speed 
crashes. Everyone wonfed 
on explonofion. There were 
only investigations and 
heartbreak — from Las Ve¬ 
gas to the Volga River. 

Dan Wheldon, months af¬ 
ter winning an improbable 
second title at the India¬ 
napolis 500, died at 33 in 
on incendiary scene of car¬ 
nage in the desert in the 
closing race of the IndyCar 
season. The hockey club 
Lokomotiv Yaroslavl, one of 
the best in Russia and fea¬ 
turing former NHL players, 
plunged into a river bank 
soon after takeoff as it was 
about to begin a new sea¬ 
son. 


Continuacion on Page 19 
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College Roundup 

Boise State wins MAACO Bowl over Arizona State 


OSKAR GARCIA 
Associated Press 
LAS VEGAS (AP) — Boise 
State’s Doug Martin re¬ 
turned the opening kick¬ 
off 100 yards for a touch¬ 
down, laying the foun¬ 
dation for the Broncos’ 
56-24 win over Arizona 
State in college foot¬ 
ball’s MAACO Bowl on 
Thursday. 

Boise State was never se¬ 
riously threatened, even 
though the Broncos had 
three turnovers and al¬ 
lowed a 97-yard kickotf 
return for a touchdown 
by the Sun Devils to start 
the second halt. 

Arizona State missed on 
several opportunities to 
make the game closer, 
wasting a 241-yard re¬ 
ceiving effort by Gerell 


Robinson, who caught a 
touchdown in the fourth 
quarter after the Broncos 
had already scored 49 
points. 

Boise State quarterback 
Kellen Moore played well 
enough in his last college 
game to keep his team 
scoring, despite some 
missteps. He finished with 
266 yards and two touch¬ 
downs, plus two inter¬ 
ceptions and a fumble 
in a game that capped 
his college career with 50 
total wins. 

Martin finished with 301 
all-purpose yards, break¬ 
ing a bowl record set in 
1997 by Air Force’s Pat 
Johnson. It was the tirst 
time the opening kickotf 
had been returned for a 
score in any bowl game 


since Ted Ginn Jr. did it in 
the 2007 BCS title game. 
The most costly mistake 
for Arizona State came 
in the third quarter, as it 
tried to capitalize a fum¬ 
ble by Moore. The Sun 
Devils drove 49 yards to 
Boise State’s 1-yard line, 
but quarterback Brock 
Osweiler’s tourth-down 
pass was intercepted 
by Jamar Taylor, who 
returned it for a touch¬ 
down to make the score 
35-10. 

Moments before the 
play, Arizona State 
coach Dennis Erickson 
tried to call a timeout 
as his team was late to 
the line of scrimmage, 
but his attempts weren’t 
acknowledged by the 
referees. Erickson was 



Boise State running back Doug Martin (22) breaks tree from 
the Arizona State defense to run the opening kickoff back for 
a touchdown during the Maaco Bowl NCAA college football 
game, Thursday, Dec. 22, 2011, in Las Vegas. 

Associated Press 

coaching his last game the regular season on a 
tor Arizona State, which four-game losing streak, 
made the decision to let Osweiler threw tor 390 
him go in November af- yards with two touch- 
ter the Sun Devils finished downs in defeat. □ 


Catch your own dinner with Driftwood! 

Motto at Driftwood Restaurant: “From the pier to your plate!” 



ORANJESTAD - The down¬ 
town marina is home of 
Driftwood Fishing Charters, 
the successfui fishermen 
of the established seafood 
restaurant Driftwood in 
Oranjestad. 

Driftwood owner Herby 


Merryweather has a love 
and passion for fishing. 
A fisherman who knows 
about fish, what our local 
waters have to offer, and 
what the words “fresh sea¬ 
food” really mean. 

What Herby catches will be 
served in his restaurant on 
the same day. Herby loves 
to share his fishing passion 
with the many visitors to the 
island. His fleet of a 35 ft. 
Twin Engine Bertram yacht 
and a 50 ft. Twin Engine 
Post yacht, appropriately 
called “Driftwood I and II, 
is available for charters on 
a daily basis from 8am to 
12 noon and from 1 pm to 









I 



Winners of Inti. LUMPS Marina Group Blue Marlin Release Tournament 2009 


5pm. 

Catch your own dinner 

A charter includes: 
captain, mate, all fishing 
equipment, bait, sodas and 
bottled water. On a full day 
charter sandwiches and 
snacks are also included. 
You can call Herby directly 
at (297) 592 4040 or go to 
www.driftwoodaruba.com . 

Driftwood Restaurant 


This authentic Aruban sea¬ 
food restaurant is located 
in characteristic downtown 
Oranjestad. Their extend¬ 
ed menu has been jubled 
by many. Driftwood offers 
daily specials, as well as a 
delicious 3-course menu for 
just $24. 

Charter deep sea fishing 
rates: 

$400 - 1 /2 day 


$760- full day 
Rates per boat 
Max. 6 people 
Driftwood Restaurant 

Authentic Aruban Seafood 
Restaurant; Klipstraat 12, 
Downtown Oranjestad 
Tel: (297) 583 2515 
www.driftwoodaruba.com 

Opening hours: every day, 
but Tuesdays from 5pm till 1 
0:30pm.Q 
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Sports Mourns Loses 

Continued from Page 17 


All 37 players, coaches 
and staff died. 

Sports lost a roster of greats 
in 2011, including Joe Fra¬ 
zier in boxing, golf’s Seve 
Ballesteros and the mara¬ 
thon's Crete Waitz. 

But the deaths of Wheldon 
and the entire Lokomotiv 
team — athletes on the job 
and in the primes — stood 
out as both sudden and 
shocking. 


The 19 cars that escaped 
that day later rode five laps 
in tribute. By year's end, In- 
dyCar said no one single 
factor was responsible for 
the accident, calling it a 
“perfect storm” of events. 
“We put so much pressure 
on ourselves to win races 
and championships, and 
that's what we love to 
do,” said Dario Franchitti, 
a former teammate. “Days 
like today, it doesn't really 
matter.” 

The Lokomotiv team was 
on its way to Minsk for its 





In this Sept. 10, 2011, tile photo, mourners attend a funeral 
service for the victims of a plane crash in the Arena Yaroslavl, 
150 miles northeast of Moscow in Russia. The chartered Yak-42 
jet crashed Wednesday, Sept. 7, into the banks of the Volga 
River moments after takeoff from an airport near Yaroslavl. The 
crash killed 43 people. Including 36 players, coaches and staff 
of the Lokomotiv Yaroslavl ice hockey team, many of whom 
were European national team and former NHL players. 

Associated Press 


Wheldon was one of rac¬ 
ing’s most popular drivers, 
on Englishman whose suc¬ 
cess never quite registered 
at home. 

And even though he al¬ 
ready had won Indy in 
2005, he had trouble get¬ 
ting rides this season be¬ 
cause sponsors were hard 
to come by. 

But there he was at the 
Brickyard in May, sailing to 
victory out of nowhere, the 
beneficiary of a rookie mis¬ 
take by JR Flildebrand with 
one lap left. 

“You never know what’s 
going to happen,” Whel¬ 
don said. 

Less than five months later, 
his wisdom played out in 
the most chilling way pos¬ 
sible. 

Wheldon was well behind 
the leaders at Las Vegas 
Motor Speedway, but mov¬ 
ing up. In an eye blink, he 
was caught in mayhem 
that would engulf nearly 
half the 34-car field. Flis 
car soared into the air and 
careened into a post in 
the fence surrounding the 
track. 


opener in the Kontinen- 
tal Flockey League, the 
world’s best after the NFIL. 
But before the chartered 
jet reached full altitude, 
it smashed alongside a 
river and burst into flames. 
It was one of the worst air 
disasters in sports history. 
Investigators later cited lax 
oversight and insufficient 
crew training. 

The players may not have 
been household names 
in Europe or North Amer¬ 
ica. But those who know 
hockey can speak of Pavol 
Demitra, a Slovakian and 
three-time NHL All-Star; as¬ 
sistant coach Alexander 
Karpovtsev, who spent a 
dozen years in the NHL and 
won a Stanley Cup with 
the Rangers in 1994; goal- 
tender Stefan Liv, who won 
an Olympic gold medal 
with Sweden in 2006; Rus¬ 
lan Salei, a defenseman 
from Belarus who played 
with four NHL teams; Jo¬ 
sef Vasicek, a Czech who 
was with the Carolina Hur¬ 
ricanes when they were 
Stanley Cup champs in 
2006; and Brad McCrim- 


mon, Lokomotiv’s 52-year- 
old Canadian coach who 
played in the NHL from 
1979 to 1997. 

The memorial drew some 
100,000 people, including 
Prime Minister Vladimir Pu¬ 
tin. 

“For the first time in my life I 
had trouble entering an ice 
arena,” said Vyacheslav 
Fetisov, the former NHL star 
and now the KHL chair¬ 
man. “It’s an inexplicable 
tragedy.” 

The crash also put a spot¬ 
light on the fear of travel 
across all sports — teams 
forever in flight and head¬ 
ing to the next game, cross¬ 
ing time zones and oceans 
in all sorts of conditions and 
all sorts of aircraft. The bas¬ 
ketball community at Okla¬ 
homa State needs no les¬ 
sons on this. 

Kurt Budke, the 50-year-old 
women’s coach, and as¬ 



In this Aug. 1, 2006, file photo, Oakland Raiders owner Al Davis 
listens to questions during a news conference at an NFL football 
training camp in Napa, Calif. The longtime Raiders owner and 
Hall of Famer died Oct. 8, 2011, at the age of 82. Davis, one of 
the most important figures in NFL history, was best known as a 
rebel, a man who established a team whose silver-and-black 
colors and pirate logo symbolized his attitude toward authority, 
both on the field and off. Davis won three Super Bowl titles during 
his half-century in professional football. He was also revered as 
a litigious gadfly, which was most evident during the 1980s when 
he went to court _ and won _ for the right to move his team from 
Oakland to Los Angeles. Even after he moved the Raiders back 
to the Bay Area in 1995, he sued for $1.2 billion to establish that 
he still owned the rights to the L.A. market. 

Associated Press 



This undated file photo shows boxer Joe Frazier seated in the 
corner of the ring. Frazier died Nov. 7, 2011, after a brief battle 
with liver cancer at the age of 67. Frazier _ quiet and workmanlike 
amid the din and commotion that was Muhammad All _ in 1971 
became the first to beat “The Greatest.” In their third fight, the 
epic “Thrilla in Manila,” Frazier's corner held him back for the last 
round. 

Associated Press 


sistant Miranda Serna, 36, 
were making a recruiting 
trip when their small plane 
went down in Arkansas. 
Their deaths came not long 
after the 10th anniversary 
of a fatal crash involving 
the school’s men’s basket¬ 
ball team. 

The doomed Lokomotiv 
flight culminated hockey’s 


mournful summer. Three 
NHL players died in four 
months. Derek Boogoard, 
28, a Rangers enforcer was 
found dead in his apart¬ 
ment and later determined 
to have a degenerative 
condition resulting from hits 
to the head. 

Another brawler, 27-year- 
old Rick Rypien of Winni¬ 


peg, battled depression. 
Recently retired Wade Be- 
lak, 35, was said to have 
hanged himself in Toronto. 
Boxing sustained a big loss 
with the death of Frazier, 
67, who spent his last days 
in hospice with liver dis¬ 
ease. Smokin’ Joe was not 
big for a heavyweight, but 
how to measure his heart 
and grit? Or the ferocious 
power of his left hook? Or 
his sheer will in his three 
fights with Muhammad Ali? 
Promoter Bob Arum called 
him a “great, great war¬ 
rior.” 

Frazier — quiet and work¬ 
manlike amid the din and 
commotion that was Ali 
— in 1971 became the first 
to beat “The Greatest.” In 
their third fight, the epic 
“Thrilla in Manila,” Frazier’s 
corner held him back for 
the last round. Ali called 
the bout the “closest thing 
to dying that I know of.” 
Davis was in command 
on pro football’s stage for 
more than a half-century 
and died at 82. With his 
slicked-back hair like some 
character out of “West Side 
Story,” he helped shape 
the game as the primal 
force behind the Oakland 
Raiders and as a key player 
in the AFL-NFL merger. Da¬ 
vis won three Super Bowls 
with the silver-and-black. 
He bedeviled commission¬ 
ers, irked fellow owners and 
impelled players to, “Just 
win, baby.”Q 
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Senators sink Panthers 4-3 in overtime 



Columbus Blue Jackets center Jeff Carter, left, scores against Nashville Predators goalie 
Pekka Rinne (35), of Finland, for his third goal of the game to earn a hat trick in the first 
period of an NHL hockey game on Thursday, Dec. 22, 2011, in Nashville, Tenn. Defending 
for the Predators at right is Shea Weber (6). 


OnAWA (AP) — Ottawa’s 
Bobby Butler scored 2:02 
into overtime to lift the 
Senators to o 4-3 win over 
the Florida Panthers on 
Thursday, notching their 
third straight win and mov¬ 
ing into o share of second 
place in the NHL Northeast 
Division. 

Daniel Alfredsson scored 
his 399th goal and had two 
assists for Ottawa, which 
gave up leads of 1-0, 2-1, 
and 3-2. Chris Neil and Erik 
Karlsson each had a goal 
and an assist. 

Tomas Kopecky drew Flor¬ 
ida even at 3-3 with 1:12 
left in the third and with the 
goalie pulled for an extra 
attacker. 

Michol Repik and Shown 
Matthias also scored for 
Florida, whose lead atop 
the Southeast Division was 
sliced to six points. 

*FLAMES 3, RED WINGS 2 
In Calgary, Curtis Glencross 
scored twice in Calgary's 
victory over Detroit. 
Glencross got what stood 
os the winner in the sec¬ 
ond period when he broke 
into the Detroit zone on 
a 2-on-l. Instead of pass¬ 
ing, Glencross fired a low 
shot that bounced off the 
post and in behind the Red 


Wings goalie to put Calgary 
up 3-0. Bloke Comeou also 
scored for the Flames, who 
won their fifth in o row at 
home. Jiri Hudler and Ion 
White pulled bock goals in 
the third period goals for 
the Red Wings. 

*OILERS 4, WILD 1 
In Edmonton, Jordan Eberle 
scored twice os Edmonton 
snapped o four-gome los¬ 


ing skid by downing Min¬ 
nesota. Ryan Smyth and 
Lennart Petrell also scored 
for the Oilers, who ore lost 
in the Northwest Division 
topped by the Wild. 

Deny Heotley scored for 
Minnesota, which has now 
lost six gomes in o row to fol¬ 
low o seven-gome winning 
streak. 

*MAPLE LEAFS 3, SABRES 2 


Associated Press 

In Toronto, Nozem Kadri 
scored the tiebreaking goal 
in the third period, lifting To¬ 
ronto post Buffalo. 

David Steckel and Phil Kes- 
sel also scored for the Ma¬ 
ple Leafs. 

Kodri, recalled Wednesday 
otter o 22-game stint in the 
minors, got his first goal of 
the season when he scored 
off the goalie’s glove. 

Jason Pominville had given 
the Sabres the lead in the 
second period, while Derek 
Roy scored for equalizing 
goal early in the third. 
GRANGERS 4, ISLANDERS 2 
In New York, Brandon Du- 
binsky scored his first goal 
in more than o month to 
help the Rangers win the 
oll-New York clash. 
Dubinsky staked the Rang¬ 
ers to o 1-0 lead in the 
first period, and Marian 
Gaborik — with his NHL- 
leoding 20th — and Mi¬ 
chael Del Zotto connected 
in the second for the Rang¬ 
ers, who hove won three 
straight. 

John Mitchell scored on 
empty-net goal with 1:33 
remaining to seal it. 

P.A. Porenteou got the Is¬ 
landers even at 1-1 with 
o power-ploy goal just 18 
seconds into the second 
period, and Mott Moulson 
added o mon-advantage 
goal in the third. 

*JETS 4, CANADIENS 0 
In Winnipeg, Bloke Wheeler 


scored twice to lead Win¬ 
nipeg over slumping Mon¬ 
treal. 

Wheeler, who also hod on 
assist, has overcome early 
scoring troubles with three 
goals in the post three 
gomes. 

Tanner Gloss and Tim Sta¬ 
pleton also scored while 
Ondrej Povelec notched 
his third shutout of the sea¬ 
son for Winnipeg, which 
has earned seven of o 
possible 10 points on o six- 
gome homestond which 
ends Friday. 

The Conodiens lost their 
fifth straight. 

*PREDATORS 6, BLUE JACK¬ 
ETS 5 

In Nashville, Martin Erat 
scored with 8.4 seconds 
remaining to give Nashville 
victory in o thriller against 
Columbus. 

Mike Fisher, Potric Horn- 
qvist, Nick Spoling, Roman 
Josi, and David Legwond 
also scored for Nashville, 
which has won six of its post 
seven. 

Jeff Carter had a hot trick in 
the first period and Ryan Jo¬ 
hansen hod the other two 
goals for the Blue Jackets, 
who hove lost four straight. 
The Predators trailed 5-2 
midway through the sec¬ 
ond period before scoring 
the game’s lost four goals. 
Spoling and Josi’s goals 
pulled the Predators within 
one less than six minutes lat¬ 
er, and Legwond’s power- 
ploy score with 3:46 to go 
tied it. 

*KINGS 3, DUCKS 2, SO 

In Los Angeles, Dustin Brown 
scored in the second pe¬ 
riod and got the deciding 
goal in o shootout, lifting 
Los Angeles to victory over 
Anaheim. 

Mike Richards scored in his 
return to the lineup from 
a concussion, while Drew 
Doughty had two assists for 
the Kings, who at least won 
in Darryl Sutter’s debut as 
coach. 

In other NHL games it was 
Los Angeles 3, Anaheim 
2, SO; Toronto 3, Buffalo 2; 
N.Y. Rangers 4, N.Y. Island¬ 
ers 2; Ottawa 4, Florida 3, 
OT; Nashville 6, Columbus 
5; Winnipeg 4, Montreai 0; 
Caigary 3, Detroit 2; and 
Edmonton 4, Minnesota 1 .□ 


Busch gets new ride 
with Phoenix Racing 


By STEVE REED 

CHARLOnE, N.C. (AP) 

— Kurt Busch has o new 
ride. 

Busch, who became one 
of NASCAR’s most polariz¬ 
ing figures this post season, 
will return to theSprint Cup 
series in 2012 to drive the 
No. 51 cor for Phoenix Rac¬ 
ing and owner James Finch. 
Busch told The Associated 
Press that the deal was fi¬ 
nalized late Wednesday 
night over o few cold Miller 
Lites in an establishment 
located “in the shadows 
of Charlotte Motor Speed¬ 
way.” “This is o fantastic 
opportunity to have fun at 
the cup level and bring this 
Phoenix Racing team up 
from where it is,” Busch said. 


“I’m really looking forward 
to it. I really think this is go¬ 
ing to be a lot of fun.” 

Busch isn’t used to working 
with smaller teams. 

He previously drove Fords 
for Jock Roush and Dodges 
for Penske, will be behind 
the wheel of o Chevrolet 
for Finch, who has been 
o race team owner since 
1990. Busch parted ways 
with Penske Racing follow¬ 
ing o tumultuous season in 
2011 in which he clashed 
with two reporters in Rich¬ 
mond and then was fined 
$50,000 by NASCAR for pro¬ 
fanities directed at ESPN’s 
Jerry Punch and using o 
hand gesture at the sea¬ 
son’s final race Nov. 20 in 
Homestead, Flo. □ 



his July 29, 2011 file photo 
shows Kurt Busch during 
practice for the NASCAR 
Brickyard 400 auto race 
at the Indianapolis Motor 
Speedway in Indianapolis. 
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NFL Roundup 


Colts get past Houston 19-16 for 2nd straight win 



Indianapolis Colts’ Reggie Wayne mokes a catch in front of Houston Texans' Kareem Jackson dur¬ 
ing the fourth quarter of on NFL football gome Thursday, Dec. 22,2011, in Indianapolis. Indianapolis 
won 19-16. 

Associated Press 


MICHAEL MAROT 
AP Sports Writer 
INDIANAPOLIS (AP) — In¬ 
dianapolis’ Reggie Wayne 
caught a touchdown pass 
with 19 seconds left to give 
the Colts only their second 
win of the season, beating 
the ployoff-bound Houston 
Texans 19-16 in the NFL on 
Thursday. 

After 13 straight losses, 
the Colts (2-13) hove won 
back-to-back games and 
drew level on wins with St. 
Louis and Minnesota in the 
reverse ‘race’ for the No. 1 
overall draft pick. 
Quarterback Dan Orlovsky, 
who played the previous 
two seasons with Houston, 
also won his second straight 
gome otter losing his first 
nine NFL starts. 

“Reggie certainly had a 
spectacular game. Caught 
it well, was active in the run¬ 
ning, just oil around a terrific 
game,” Colts coach Jim 
Caldwell said. 

The Texans looked anything 
but playoff-ready. They set¬ 
tled for two field goals in the 
red zone, didn't convert a 
third down until getting a 
lucky bounce late in the 
fourth quarter, their running 
game was stymied late 
and the defense helped 
the Colts with three penal¬ 
ties on the decisive drive. 
Houston (11-4) is now 0-10 
in Indianapolis. The Texans 
haven’t scored more than 
20 points in a game for a 
month. 

When Houston's Brian Cush¬ 
ing broke through the line 
on the game's first ploy, 
sacking Orlovsky and strip¬ 
ping the boll, it looked like 
it might be a replica of the 
teams' first meeting, a 34-7 
blowout. Arion Foster ran 
for 8 yards on the next ploy, 
then scored on o 9-yard 
burst off the left side to give 
Houston o 7-0 lead. 


Foster carried 23 times for 
158 yards but was repeat¬ 
edly stopped in the red 
zone. 

“We didn't turn the boll 
over nearly as much os we 
did in that (first) gome,” 
Caldwell said. “But beyond 
that, we were pretty good 


PITTSBURGH (AP) — Pitts¬ 
burgh quarterback Ben 
Roethlisbergerwill not start 
Saturday when the Steel- 
ers face the St. Louis Roms. 
Roethlisberger is dealing 
with o sprained left ankle 
and did not practice this 
week following a 20-3 loss 
to San Francisco on Mon¬ 
day. 

He will be replaced by vet¬ 
eran Charlie Batch, who is 
4-2 as a spot starter since 
joining the Steelers in 2003. 
Roethlisberger said 


at protecting the ball. Our 
defense played extremely 
well even though they ran 
for 171 yards. It was kind 
of a bend but don't break 
defense, but when they 
had to stop them in the red 
zone, they stopped them in 
the red zone.” 


Wednesday he would pre¬ 
fer to play and believed his 
ankle was in pretty good 
shape after throwing for 330 
yards and three intercep¬ 
tions against the 49ers. Yet 
he watched both practices 
this week in sweat pants as 
Batch took the snaps with 
the first team. 

Roethlisberger last missed 
a start due to injury in 2009, 
when a concussion forced 
him to sit out a loss to 
Baltimore. □ 


There were no more touch¬ 
downs until Orlovsky led the 
Colts 78 yards upfield in the 
final two minutes, thanks in 
part to three costly Hous¬ 
ton penalties, two of them 
against rookie defensive 
end J.J. Watt. 

After a pass interference 



Pittsburgh Steelers quarter¬ 
back Ben Roethlisberger (7) 
walks otf the field past San 
Francisco 49ers running back 
Frank Gore (21) after an NFL 
football game in Son Fran¬ 
cisco, Monday, Dec. 19, 2011. 
The 49ers won 20-3. 

Associated Press 


call against Glover Quinn 
put the ball at the Tex¬ 
ans l-yord line, Orlovsky 
lobbed the ball into the 
corner of the end zone and 
Wayne beat the coverage 
to make the catch. 

“All in all, it was a great 
team win,” Caldwell said. 
“When the offense needed 
a drive, we got it. When we 
needed o field goal we got 
it. When we needed a stop 
we got it.” 

Orlovsky was 23 of 41 for 
244 yards. Joseph Addai 
ran 19 times for 59 yards. 
This game could go down 
as the final home game 
for not only Wayne and 
Orivosky, but also key 
Colts cornerstones such os 
Jeff Saturday and Robert 
Mathis — and possibly even 
injured first-choice quar¬ 
terback Peyton Manning, 
though Colts owner Jim Ir- 
say told NFL Network that if 
Manning plays in 2012, it will 
be in Indianapolis. 

“If the situation is where 
he’s back and he’s healthy, 
then I see him coming back 
and playing here,” Irsay 
said before the game. 
“There is o lot of specula¬ 
tion about the draft pick 
and those sorts of things, 
but what you hove to real¬ 
ize is this; is the likes of Pey¬ 
ton Manning going to be 
seen again? It is not com¬ 
ing, if ever, for a very, very 
long time. You’re not going 
to go in this draft or the next 
draft and get another Pey¬ 
ton Manning.”□ 



CUIDABDOIOO 


Steelers QB Roethlisberger 
out against Rams 























Saturday, December 24, 2011 


If^lHEALTH 




tasteESbelgium 


OPEN DAILY 7AM - 1AM | BREAKFAST LUNCH | DINNER | DRINKS 


RESTAURANT 


A warm welcome, 

the Belgian way! 


Early Bird <b 97,50 

5pm-7pm # 



Palm Beach Plaza (Palm Beach) | T: (297) 586 6388 I info(a)tasteofbelgium.aw | www.tasteofbelgium.aw | www.onedeliciousisland.com 


France offers to pay for breast-implant removal 



Dr. Maurice Mimoun, a plastic surgeon at the St Louis 
hospital, holds silicone gel breast implants made by 
French company Poly Implant Prothese, or PIP, that he 
removed from a patient because of concerns that they 
are unsafe, Paris, Wednesday, Dec. 21,2011. 

Associated Press 
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ANGELA CHARLTON 
Associated Press 
PARIS (AP) — France took 
the costly and unprec¬ 
edented step Friday ot of¬ 
fering to pay for 30,000 
women to hove their breast 
implants removed because 
of mounting fears the prod¬ 
ucts could rupture and leak 
cheap, industrial-grade sili¬ 
cone into the body. 

Tens of thousands of other 
women elsewhere in Eu¬ 
rope and in South America 
hove the some French- 
mode implants, but au¬ 
thorities there hove so for 
refused to follow suit. The sil- 
icone-gel implants in ques¬ 
tion are not sold in the U.S. 
Over the past week, the 
safety fears have created a 
public furor over something 
usually kept private, even 
in France. Women whose 
own families didn’t know 
they had their breasts en¬ 
larged marched on Paris to 
demand more attention to 
worries about what might 
be happening inside them. 
Images of leaky, blubbery 
implants and women hav¬ 
ing mammograms have 
been splashed on French 
TV. 


More than 1,000 ruptures 
pushed Health Minister 
Xavier Bertrand to recom¬ 
mend that the estimated 
30,000 women in France 
with the implants get them 
removed at the state's ex¬ 
pense. 

Bertrand insisted the remov¬ 
als would be “preventive” 
and not urgent, and French 
health authorities said they 
had found nothing to link 
the implants to nine coses 
of cancer in women. The 
death last month of a wom¬ 
an who hod the implants 
and developed a rare can¬ 
cer had catalyzed worries. 
The implants, made by the 
French company Poly Im¬ 
plant Prothese, were pulled 
from the market last year 
in countries around Europe 
and South America where 
they hod been sold. 
France’s health safety 
agency soys the PIP im¬ 
plants appear to be more 
rupture-prone than other 
types. Also, investigators 
say PIP used industrial sili¬ 
cone instead of the medi¬ 
cal variety to save money. 
However, the medical risks 
posed by industrial silicone 
ore unclear. 


PIP is being liquidated and 
its executives and lawyer 
could not be reached for 
comment Friday. 

The financial burden of the 
French government’s deci¬ 
sion falls on the state health 
care system, which estimat¬ 
ed the removals could cost 
€60 million ($78 million) at 
a time when the country is 
teetering on the brink of an¬ 
other recession and strug¬ 
gling with debt. 

In recommending removal, 
the government noted the 
risks associated with major 
surgery and general anes¬ 
thesia. Because of those 
risks, many women may 
decide against removal. 
The government said those 
women should be exam¬ 
ined every six months. 

After the French decision, 
Britain’s Medicines and 
Healthcare Products Regu¬ 
latory Agency announced 
that it doesn’t see enough 
proof of cancer cr an ex¬ 
cessive risk of rupture to 
recommend women in Brit¬ 
ain have the implants re¬ 
moved. Up to 40,000 wom¬ 
en in Britain may have had 
the implants, even more 
than in France. □ 
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4 personal finance technology trends for 2012 


By EILEEN AJ CONNELLY 
NEW YORK (AP) — If you’re 
one of fhe holdouts still pay¬ 
ing bills with checks, frack¬ 
ing your accounts with pen 
and paper or clipping cou¬ 
pons from fhe newspaper, 
2012 could be the year you 
take the digital plunge. 

A host of budding personal 
finance services and ap¬ 
plications are poised to 
go mainstream in fhe new 
year, and together, they 
will likely have a big impact 
on the way Americans 
bank, shop, and track their 
finances. 

Some of the services are 
web-based, but many take 
advantage of the prolif¬ 
eration of smartphones, 
which are now carried by 
one-third of U.S. adults — 
with more likely to join that 
crowd in the next few days 
after receiving the gadgets 
as holiday gifts. 

Whether online or mobile, 
here are some personal 
finance technologies to 
watch in 2012: 

— Mobile money 
The September launch of 
Google Wallet was just one 
high-profile move toward 
the use of smartphones for 
payments, replacing credit 
or debit cards. The technol¬ 
ogy allows users to wave 
their phones in front of pay¬ 


ment terminals and have 
transactions deducted from 
linked bank accounts or 
credit cards. Expect more 
options for electronic pay¬ 
ments from mobile service 
providers and card net¬ 
works next year, and wider 
adoption of the terminals 
by retailers, mass transit sys¬ 
tems and more. 

Another innovation that is 
already being heavily pro¬ 
moted is person-to-person 
payments. 

American Express Co., Mas¬ 
terCard Inc., Visa Inc. and 
PayPal all offer ways for 
their customers to send and 
receive money using links 
to various accounts and 
cards. 

As the TV commercials 
depict, if this technology 
takes off there will be no 
more fumbling for cash 
when it’s time to split the 
check at a restaurant, 
and sending money across 
town or across borders will 
be easier, faster and less 
expensive. 

— Non-bank money man¬ 
agement 

Mint.com, the popular per¬ 
sonal finance site, was only 
the beginning. A raft of 
new money management 
tools are now available 
that can help users keep 
track of bills, investments 


and other aspects of their 
financial lives. 

Among the standouts is Ma¬ 
nilla.com, which not only 
pulls together household 
bills and financial accounts, 
but also helps users keep 
track of details like travel re¬ 
wards points and magazine 
subscriptions. 

The service provides re¬ 
minders for when bills are 
due and has features that 
make it easy to pay bills 
or set up auto payments. 
Since the company’s goal 
is to help its customers elimi¬ 
nate paper clutter, there’s 
even a way to store elec¬ 


tronic account statements. 
And it has a smartphone 
app for accessing all these 
functions on the go. 

Other non-bank options in¬ 
clude Pageonce, an app 
that automatically tracks 
bills and enables users to 
make payments on their 
phone; savvymoney.com, 
a site that offers debt-man¬ 
agement help; and Better¬ 
ment.com, a site designed 
to simplify investing. 

— Targeted deals 
The combination of geo¬ 
location technology that 
can track your movements 
when you’re carrying 


your smartphone, and QR 
codes, those weird squares 
appearing more and more 
often in advertising, is en¬ 
abling companies to offer 
personalized discounts and 
on-the-spot deals to cus¬ 
tomers willing to opt into 
their programs. 

Mall shoppers have already 
started getting texts and 
emails designed to lure 
them into certain stores, 
and the technology can 
also be used to encourage 
customers to enter contests, 
demonstrate new apps or 
products and even contact 
customer service.Q 
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Stocks close higher; S&P turns positive for 2011 


NEW YORK (AP) — Stocks 
closed higher Friday after 
a quiet, pre-holiday session 
that turned the S&P 500 in¬ 
dex positive for the year. 
Traders were relieved by 
news that Congress extend¬ 
ed a payroll tax holiday for 
workers and emergency un¬ 
employment benefits. The 
programs were set to ex¬ 
pire at the end of the year. 
Letting that happen would 
have reduced economic 
growth by about 1 percent, 
analysts said. 

The final business day be¬ 
fore Christmas also was 
the slowest full day of trad¬ 


ing so far this year. Traders 
exchanged just 2.2 billion 
shares, about half of the re¬ 
cent average. The market 
will be closed on Monday 
because Christmas falls on 
a Sunday this year. 

Stocks have risen steadily 
since Tuesday on hope¬ 
ful signs about the pace 
of economic growth in the 
fourth quarter, which ends 
next week. New claims for 
unemployment benefits fell 
last week to the lowest level 
since April 2008, long before 
anyone realized the nation 
was in a recession. 

A series of mixed economic 


reports Friday failed to derail 
that optimism. The Standard 
& Poor’s 500 index added 
11.33 points, or 0.9 percent, 
to 1,265.33. It started the 
year at 1,257. 

Stocks might surge into the 
new year if the S&P 500 
passes a couple of key 
technical thresholds, said 
Todd Salamone, research 
director at Schaeffer's In¬ 
vestment Research. 

Fund managers currently 
hold relatively few stocks, 
Salamone noted, and 
many of their funds have 
underperformed the mar¬ 
ket and are negative for 



A currency trader reacts at the toreign exchange dealing room 
ot the Korea Exchange Bank headquarters in Seoul, South Ko¬ 
rea, Friday, Dec. 23, 2011. Asian stock markets rose Friday in 
thin holiday trading on signs the U.S. economy is improving. 

(AP Photo/Lee Jin-man) 
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the year. If the index rises 
farther above its break¬ 
even point for the year or 
its average over the past 
several months, fund man¬ 
agers might flood into the 
market in a last-ditch at¬ 
tempt to improve their an¬ 
nual returns, he said. 

“The worst thing that can 
happen for a fund manag¬ 
er is to underperform and 
be in the red when your 
benchmark, the S&P index, 
is in the green" for the year, 
Salamone said. 

The Dow Jones industrial 
average rose 124.35 points, 
or 1 percent, to 12,294. 
Bank of America Corp. was 
the Dow's biggest gainer, 
adding 2.4 percent. All but 
two of the 30 Dow stocks 
rose, Alcoa Inc. and Boe¬ 
ing Co. 

The Dow has risen 527.74 
points, or 4.5 percent in the 
past four days. It was the 
first four-day winning streak 
for the Dow since mid-Sep¬ 
tember. 

The Nasdaq composite in¬ 
dex gained 19.19 points, or 
0.7 percent, to 2,618.64.G 
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Tis’ the season to shoplift too: $1.84 billion 





SARAH SKIDMORE 
AP Retail Writer 
PORTLAND, Oregon (AP) 

— Tis' the season to 
shoplift, too: $1.84 billion 
PORTLAND, Oregon (AP) — 
More than spirits ore being 
lifted this holiday season. 
During the four weeks lead¬ 
ing up to this Christmas, 
on estimated $1.84 billion 
in merchandise will be 
shoplifted from retailers in 
the U.S., according to The 
Global Retail Theft Barom¬ 


eter. That’s up about 6 per¬ 
cent from $1.7 billion during 
the some period lost year. 
“They shoplift for Christmas 
gifts, they steal for them¬ 
selves, for their family,” 
soys Joshua Bomfield, ex¬ 
ecutive 

director of the Centre for 
Retail Research and author 
of the survey. 

The crowded stores and 
harried clerks moke it eas¬ 
ier to slip o tablet com¬ 
puter into o purse or stuff a 


sweater under o coot un¬ 
detected. But higher job¬ 
lessness and falling wages 
hove contributed to on 
even bigger rise this year, 
with people stealing ev¬ 
erything from necessities to 
luxuries they can no longer 
afford.“It’s really o question 
of need versus greed,” soys 
Joseph LoRocco, 
senior advisor of asset pro¬ 
tection for the Notional 
Retail Federation trade 
group.Q 


More than spirits are being litted this hoiiday season. During the 
tour weeks leading up to this Christmas, an estimated $1.84 bil¬ 
lion in merchandise will be shoplitted from retailers in the U.S., 
according to The Global Retail Theft Barometer. 


An oil refinery produces raw crude. Oil prices rose above $100 
a barrel Friday as worries over global security issues outweighed 
weak economic data in the U.S. 


JONATHAN FAHEY 
AP Energy Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — Oil pric¬ 
es rose above $100 o bar¬ 
rel Friday os worries over 
global security issues out¬ 
weighed weak economic 
data in the U.S. 

Benchmark crude ended 
the day of $99.68 per barrel 
in New York, up 15 cents. It 
rose as high os $100.23 dur¬ 
ing the session. Brent crude 
finished 7 cents higher of 
$107.96 o barrel in London. 
Tensions between Iron and 
western nations, along with 
unrest in Syria, Bahrain, Ka¬ 
zakhstan and Iraq hove 
raised worries that oil sup¬ 
plies could be disrupted if 
the unrest spreads or grows 
more serious. 

While none of those situa¬ 
tions has disrupted oil sup¬ 
plies yet, traders soy it is 
too dangerous to sell oil or 
bet that oil prices will toll 


with tensions so high near 
so many important oil-pro¬ 
ducing regions. Even small 
disruptions in oil supplies 
con send prices dramati¬ 
cally higher. 

Among the biggest con¬ 
cerns is Iron, the world’s 
fourth biggest producer 
of crude. The U.S. and Eu¬ 
rope may tighten sanc¬ 
tions against Iron over the 
West’s fear that Iron is trying 
to build o nuclear bomb. 
Also, Iraq is expected to 
become the fastest grow¬ 
ing producer in the Middle 
East in the next several 
years os it recovers from 
war and tries to top its enor¬ 
mous reserves of oil. But o 
surge in violence there 
since the U.S. withdrew 
troops is raising concerns 
that Iraq won’t be able to 
increase production os tost 
os hoped. 

“Iron might not passively 


Oil price near $100 on global 


security concerns 


wait for sanctions to be 
applied and could act uni¬ 
laterally to embargo sup¬ 
plies/’ J.P Morgan said in a 
report.^ 
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Conceptis Sudoku 
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Difficulty Level ★ ★ ★ ★ ' 2/09 


Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based on 
a 9x9 grid with several given numbers. The 
object is to place the numbers 1 to 9 in the 
empty squares so that each row, each column 
and each 3x3 box contains the same number 
only once. The difficulty level of the Conceptis 
Sudoku increases from Monday to Sunday. 
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Thursday’s Puzzle Solved 
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ACROSS 

1 Chopped meat 
concoction 
5 Sly; secretive 
10 Envelop 

14 Poker bet 

15 “Ready or not! 
Here _!” 

16 Slacken 

17 Plant with 
fronds 

18 Chinese dining 
implements 

20 Deuce 

21 Canary food bit 

22 Take forcefully 

23 Makes invalid 

25 Baby goat 

26 TV’s & 
Lacey” 

28 Archer’s 
projectiles 

31 Plant pest 

32 Spring month 
34 Shade tree 

36 Blemish 

37 Glasses, for 
short 

38 Ice on the sea 

39 Perpendicular 
building add-on 

40 _ on;tramples 

41 Mea_; 
apology 

42 Corrected text 

44 Cleansed 

45 Poorly lit 

46 Backslide 

47 Place for a 
boutonniere 

50 Acceptable 

51 Mother sheep 
54 Evening up; 

making fair 

57 Slender 

58 One of 100s 
after a perm 

59 Traveler’s stop 

60 Steerer’s place 

61 Holbrook and 
Linden 

62 Group formed 
to help a sheriff 

63 Swirling water 

DOWN 

1 Weapon handle 

2 Once again 


3 Fortress; haven 

4 Laying bird 

5 Actress Tyson 

6 Cramps 

7 Not naughty 

8 Napoleon or 
Hirohito: abbr. 

9 Affirmative 

10 Freak 

11 Marathon 

12 _ for; requests 

13 Nuisance 
19 Spin 

21 Iditarod vehicle 

24 College credit 

25 Actor _ 
Kristofferson 

26 In lest 

27 Red Delicious 
or McIntosh 

28 Bands of sparks 

29 Rich 

30 Hillside 

32 Mimicked 

33 Vigor 

35 Anthropologist 
Margaret _ 

37 Wineglass part 

38 Complain 


40 Not moving 

41 _Cod 

43 High principles 

44 Get by devious 
means 

46 _ up; forms a 
queue 

47 _ Walesa of 
Poland 


48 Greenish-blue 

49 Knitting stitch 

50 Is the right size 

52 Untamed 

53 TV show 
award 

55 Mischief-maker 

56 Animal park 

57 That woman 































































































































































































































































































































































Today In History 

Today is Saturday, Dec. 24, the 358th day 
of 2011. There are 7 days left in the year. 
Highlights in history on this date. 

1515 - King Henry VIII ap¬ 
points Thomas Wolsey as 
chancellor of England. 

1524 - Portuguese naviga¬ 
tor Vasco do Gama, who 
discovered a sea route 
around Africa to India, dies 
in Cochin, India. 

1798 - Britain and Russia sign 
alliance against France. 

1800 - Plot is uncovered in 
Paris to assassinate Napo¬ 
leon Bonaparte. 

1814 - United States and 
Britain sign Treaty of Ghent 
in Belgium, ending War of 
1812. 

1865 - Several veterans of the U.S. Confederate Army form 
a private social club in Pulaski, Tennessee, calling them¬ 
selves the Ku Klux Klan. 

1871 - Giuseppe Verdi’s opera “Aida" has its world pre¬ 
miere in Cairo, Egypt, to celebrate the opening of the 
Suez Canal. 

1906 - Canadian physicist Reginald A. Fessenden be¬ 
comes the first American to broadcast a music program 
over the radio, from Brant Rock, Massachusetts. 

1937 - Japanese troops capture Hangchow in China. 

1942 - French administrator of North Africa, Admiral Jeon 
Dorian, is assassinated in Algiers. 

1943 - U.S. President Franklin D. Roosevelt appoints Gen. 
Dwight D. Eisenhower supreme commander of Allied forc¬ 
es as part of Operation Overlord. 

1951 - Libya becomes an independent federation under 
King Idris I. 

1953 - Train crashes into river at Tangiwai, New Zealand, 
killing 151 people. 

1968 - U.S. Apollo 8 astronauts, orbiting the moon, read 
passages from the Old Testament Book of Genesis during 
a Christmas Eve television broadcast. 

1975 - The Soviet Union defends its support for the Popular 
Movement for the Liberation of Angola and rejects the 
U.S. demand to stop its involvement in the Angolan war. 

1979 - An estimated 80,000 Soviet soldiers invade Afghani¬ 
stan to oust Communist party leader Hafizullah Amin and 
replace him with the pro-Moscow Babrak Karmal. The Eu¬ 
ropean Space Agency launches its first Ariane rocket from 
French Guiana. 

1980 - Americans remember the U.S. hostages in Iran by 
burning candles or shining lights for 417 seconds — one 
second for each day of captivity. 

1989 - Gen. Manuel Antonio Noriega takes refuge in the 
Vatican diplomatic mission in Panama City os resistance 
to U.S. troops from remaining loyalist troops collapses. 

1990 - Iraq recalls its ambassadors from United States, Unit¬ 
ed Nations and West European nations for urgent consul¬ 
tations as Jan. 15 deadline for withdrawal from Kuwait ap¬ 
proaches. 

1991 - Russia’s Mikhail Gorbachev gives Soviet nuclear 
codes to his former rival Boris Yeltsin. 

1993 - A three-day Christmas cease-fire is declared in 
Northern Ireland and Santa Claus raises a Palestinian flag 
in the Gaza strip, os the army grants a Christmas truce in 
the occupied territories. 

1994 - Muslim militants seize o French jetliner in Algiers and 
take 239 people hostage. 

1996 - A woman detonates two hand grenades at a 
Christmas Eve church service in Frankfurt, Germany, killing 
herself and two other women.□ 
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Frankincense production “doomed,” scientists warn 



Boswellia trees are tapped tor frankincense in this undated pho- 


By Kate Kelland 
LONDON (Reuters) - Trees 
that produce frankincense, 
a fragrant resin used in in¬ 
cense and perfumes and 
a central part of the Christ¬ 
mas story, ore declining so 
fast that production could 
be halved over the next 
15 years, scientists said on 
Wednesday. In a study 
published in the British Eco¬ 
logical Society’s Journal of 
Applied Ecology, ecolo¬ 
gists from the Netherlands 
and Ethiopialooked at 
large-scale field studies 
and predicted that tree 
numbers could decline by 
90 percent in the next 50 
years. If fire, grazing and in¬ 
sect attack, the most likely 


causes of decline, remain 
unchecked, then frankin¬ 
cense production could be 
doomed altogether, they 
warned. Frankincense, best 
known in religious teach¬ 
ings as one of the gifts laid 
before the newborn Mes¬ 
siah, is obtained by tap¬ 
ping various species of Bo¬ 
swellia, a small, deciduous 
tree that grows across Af¬ 
rica from northern Nigeria 
to the highlands of Ethiopia 
and Eritrea. 

Cutting the Boswellio's bark 
produces the frankincense 
resin, a white substance 
with a strong, sweet smell. 
The resin is burnt in church¬ 
es, mosques and at cer¬ 
emonies, as well as being 


used by the perfume indus¬ 
try and in herbal medicines. 
Despite its economic im¬ 
portance, incense has 
been traded internation¬ 
ally for thousands of years, 
little is known about how 
tapping affects Boswellia 
populations. Working in 
an isolated part of north¬ 
west Ethiopia near the 
source of the Blue Nile, a 
research team led by Frans 
Bongers of Wageningen 
University in the Nether¬ 
lands studied 13 two-hect¬ 
are plots, some where trees 
were tapped for frankin¬ 
cense and some where 
they were untapped. 

Over two years, they moni¬ 
tored survival, growth and 


to. 

seed production of more 
than 6,000 Boswellia trees 
and used the data to build 
mathematical models to 


predict the fate of Boswell¬ 
ia populations in coming 
years. 

The forecasts suggest Bo¬ 
swellia populations are 
declining so dramatically 
that frankincense produc¬ 
tion could be halved in 
the next 15 years. “Current 
management of Boswellia 
populations is clearly unsus¬ 
tainable,” Bongers said in 
a statement. “Our models 
show that within 50 years, 
populations of Boswellia will 
be decimated, and the de¬ 
clining populations mean 
frankincense production is 
doomed.” 

The researchers found that 
all the Boswellia popula¬ 
tions they studied are de¬ 
clining, not only those from 
tapped trees, a finding that 
suggests factors other than 
tapping are at the root of 
the problem. 

Bongers said the main 
causes of the trees’ decline 
are likely to be burning, □ 
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Bullock coaxed Into return by ‘Extremely Loud’ 


JAKE COYLE 
AP Entertainment Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — Sandra 
Bullock wasn’t looking to 
return to acting when Ste¬ 
phen Daldry called about 
“Extremely Loud & Incred¬ 
ibly Close.” 

Bullock's lost film, 2009's 
“The Blind Side,” was the 
kind of career apogee 
of which most actresses 
dream, winning her o best 
actress Academy Award in 
what essentially amounted 
to a coronation of Bullock 
os America's most beloved 
female movie star. 

But the accomplishment — 
which would normally be 
followed by o wove of proj¬ 
ects to capitalize on the 
momentum — was soon 
marred by public scandal. 
Bullock's husband, “Mon¬ 
ster Garage” host Jesse 
James, was revealed to 
have been unfaithful. The 
fallout, which led to di¬ 
vorce, was covered re¬ 
lentlessly by the tabloids. 
Bullock went ahead and 
adopted o baby boy. 
When Daldry, the director 
of “The Hours” and “The 
Reader," approached her 
about “Extremely Loud,” 
Bullock wasn’t sure she 
would return to acting at 


oil. 

“I was perfectly content to 
be permanently broken,” 
she soys. Recognizing how 
that might sound in print, 
she smiles at the unintend¬ 
ed hint of her personal tur¬ 
moil, and odds “time-wise” 
to clarify the break os one 
from moviemaking. 

“I honestly didn’t think I was 
in o place where I wanted 
to work or wanted to step 
out of where I was,” she 
soys. “I wasn’t prepared. 
But the opportunity was 
louder than my head.” 

The chance was to ploy 
o supporting but key role 
in Doldry’s adaptation of 
Jonathon Safran Foer’s 
novel. In it, Bullock ploys 
the mother of on uncom¬ 
monly bright, precocious 
child (Thomas Horn), whose 
father (Tom Honks) dies on 
Sept. 11. It’s o particularly 
wrenching story about grief 
and reconciliation. 

“What o great way to get 
bock on the horse,” soys 
Bullock, who was staying 
at o hotel 20 blocks from 
the World Trade Center on 
9/11. “It was hard, but it 
was what it’s supposed to 
be.”lt took some courting. 
Daldry visited Bullock at her 
house, and when he asked 


Richard Gere to receive 
George Eastman Award 


ROCHESTER, New York (AP) 

— Richard Gere is getting 
o George Eastman Award 
in upstate New York for his 
contributions to movies 
and humanitarian causes. 
The star of such films os “An 
Officer and o Gentleman” 
and “Pretty Woman” will 
be honored Feb. 1 6 during 
o ceremony at Rochester’s 
George Eastman House, 
the restored home of the 
founder of photography pi¬ 
oneer Eastman Kodak Co., 
according to the Roches¬ 
ter Democrat and Chroni¬ 
cle newspaper. 

Gere has appeared in 
more than 40 films. In 1991, 
he founded the Gere Foun¬ 
dation, which gives grants 
for public health, educa¬ 
tion and emergency re¬ 
lief in Tibet. He has long 
been prominent in the fight 
against HIV-AIDS. 



Indianapolis Colts’ Reggie 
Wayne makes a catch in front 
of Houston Texans’ Kareem 
Jackson during the fourth 
quarter of an NFL football 
game Thursday, Dec. 22, 2011, 
in Indianapolis. Indianapoiis 
won 19-16. 

Associated Press 

Post recipients of the 
George Eastman Award 
include Lauren Bocoll, 
Martin Scorsese and Meryl 
Streep.Q 


her what she might bring 
to the role, the actress was 
frank. “I said, ‘I haven’t 
the slightest idea,”’ she 
soys. “I was like, ‘The well is 
deep. It’s your job to stop 
it or get it.”' Bullock and 
Daldry hove a charming, 
easy manner with each 
other, showering one an¬ 
other with compliments. 
Asked why he pursued 
her for the part, the Brit¬ 
ish director quips, “She’s 
cheap os chips.” “I hove 
watched just about every¬ 
thing you’ve ever mode,” 
soys Daldry. Bullock, whose 
self-deprecating humor is 
undimmed, doesn’t miss 
o beat: “I’m so sorry.” “I 
needed o partner in the 
project, somebody that 
would be a leading lady 
and look after me, look 
otter herself, look otter the 


character, look otter the kid 
and look otter the creation 
of the whole process,” soys 
Daldry. “Sandy was literally 
like o partner on it for me. 
We would write and rewrite 
and focus down.” One of 


the film’s most striking and 
emotional scenes is o flash¬ 
back to Bullock’s charac¬ 
ter speaking on the phone 
with her husband, who is 
calling from atop one of 
the burning towers.Q 



Actress Sandra Bullock attends the premiere of “Extremely Loud 
& Incredibly Close” at the ZIegfeld Theater on Thursday, Dec. 15, 
2011, In New York. 

Associated Press 
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George Michael thanks 
hospital for saving life 



British singer George Michael leaves his house in north London, 
Friday, Dec. 23, 2011. George Michael, short of breath and ap¬ 
pearing weak, said Friday he has recovered from a life-threat¬ 
ening bout with pneumonia that kept him in a Vienna hospital 
for a month. 

Associated Press 


GREGORY KATZ 
Associated Press 
LONDON (AP) — Fighting 
back tears, singer Gearge 
Michael appeared aut- 
side his Landan home Fri¬ 
day to acknowledge that 
he had nearly died during 
his monthlong battle with 
pneumonia. 

He said it had been “touch 
and go” while he was in 
the intensive care unit of a 
Vienna hospital battling an 
extremely dangerous form 
of pneumonia but that 
his representatives had 
“played it down” to avoid 
alarming his fans. 

“They spent three weeks 
keeping me alive basical¬ 
ly,” said the singer, who ap¬ 
peared to have lost weight 
during his ordeal. “I don’t 
want to take you through 
all of it because some of it 
I want to protect my family 
from and I'm sure I'll get it 
all written down but it was 
by far the worst month of 
my life.” 

He seemed short of breath 
and at times had trouble 
speaking during his 10-min¬ 
ute appearance. 

“I'm very weak but I feel 
amazing,” the pop star 
said, wearing a gray over¬ 
coat and scarf as he stood 


in front of a decorated 
Christmas tree outside his 
imposing red brick home 
in the Highgate neighbor¬ 
hood of north London. 

The singer behind hits such 
as “Careless Whisper”, 
“Faith” and “Father Figure” 
said the experience would 
make him more spiritual 
and appreciative of his life. 
“I have an amazing, amaz¬ 
ing life and if I wasn't spiri¬ 
tual enough before the last 
four five weeks then I cer¬ 


tainly am now,” he said. 
Michael seemed over¬ 
come with emotion as he 
expressed gratitude for be¬ 
ing alive and thanked the 
medical staff in Vienna for 
taking such good care of 
him. 

“I really, really, really, re¬ 
ally, from the bottom of 
my heart, thank everybody 
who sent messages and 
everybody in that 1C unit 
that made sure I’m still here 
today,” Michael said.Q 


‘Marilyn’ actor Branagh 
parallels his character 



In this Nov. 20, 2011, file photo, 
British actor Kenneth Branagh 
arrives for the UK Premiere 
of “My Week With Marilyn” 
at a central London cinema. 
Branagh, as Laurence Olivier, 
Monroe’s exasperated co-star 
and director on “The Prince 
and the Showgiri,” has been 
nominated for supporting ac¬ 
tor for the role at the Golden 
Globes. 

Associated Press 

JOHN CARUCCI 
Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — Long 
before Kenneth Branagh 
stepped into the role of 
Sir Laurence Olivier in “My 
Week With Marilyn,” there 
already were strong paral¬ 
lels between them. 

Both are synonymous with 
film adaptations of Wil¬ 
liam Shakespeare, deliver¬ 


ing lines with implausible 
realism, and earning ac¬ 
colades for their troubles. 
Each starred and directed 
their own successful ad¬ 
aptations of “Hamlet” and 
“Henry V” that earned Os¬ 
car nods for their work on 
both sides of the camera. 
(Olivier received an hon¬ 
orary award that included 
directing the film). 

With such similarities, it 
seems fitting that Branagh 
earned a Golden Globe 
nomination for his perfor¬ 
mance as the legendary 
actor. 

“He was a master of his 
craft, and at the same time 
very vulnerable,” Branagh 
says of Olivier. 

“My Week with Marilyn,” is 
in theaters and stars two- 
time Oscar nominee Mi¬ 
chelle Williams as Marilyn 
Monroe. It’s based on the 
writings of Colin Clark, who 
spent a week with the icon¬ 
ic actress in 1957 while she 
was filming “The Prince and 
the Showgirl” in the United 
Kingdom.“When they were 
making this film, Olivier, saw 
it as means to reinvigorate 
his career, especially in the 
states,” Branagh said. “But 
he found it a challenge to 
work with Marilyn (Mon¬ 
roe), whom he considered 
less than professional.”□ 


Colbert offering $500K to pay for SC GOP primary 



The Palmetto State native 
wrote in an op-ed Thursday 
in The State newspaper in 
Coiumbia that his super PAC 
will bridge the gap after state 
Republicans refused to con¬ 
tribute anything above candi¬ 
dates’ filing fees. 

Associated Press 

By MEG KINNARD 
COLUMBIA, S.C. (AP) — 

Comedian Stephen Col¬ 
bert is offering to pay half 


a million dollars to help 
subsidize South Carolina’s 
first-in-the-South GOP presi¬ 
dential primary, as state of¬ 
ficials struggle to pay for it, 
but there’s doubt whether 
it would even be legal. 

The Charleston native 
wrote in an op-ed Thursday 
in The State newspaper in 
Columbia that Colbert Su¬ 
per PAC — a type of politi¬ 
cal action committee that 
allows him to raise unlimit¬ 
ed amounts of money from 
corporations, unions and 
individuals — will bridge 
the gap after state Repub¬ 
licans refused to contribute 
anything above $180,000 
collected in candidates’ fil¬ 
ing fees. The state Election 
Commission, which admin¬ 
isters South Carolina’s vot¬ 
ing, has said it has $1 million 


on hand for the primary but 
is short of the total $1.5 mil¬ 
lion price tag. Spokesman 
Chris Whitmire says the 
Commission has notified 
budget officials the state 
may need to seek permis¬ 
sion to run a deficit to fund 
the primary. 

Colbert wrote that he 
offered make up that 
$500,000 funding gap after 
state Republicans ultimate¬ 
ly turned down his propos¬ 
al to pay them $400,000 if 
they’d name the contest 
after him. Party officials 
have confirmed meeting 
with Colbert earlier this year 
to discuss a deal that would 
have renamed the ballot¬ 
ing “The Colbert Super PAC 
South Carolina Republican 
Primary” in exchange for a 
check from the comedian. 


Colbert, who plays a mock 
conservative pundit on his 
Comedy Central TV show 
“The Colbert Report,” says 
he also wanted to put a 
question about “corporate 
personhood” on the Janu¬ 
ary ballot. He seized on the 
issue after a U.S. Supreme 
Court ruling eased restric¬ 
tions on campaign spend¬ 
ing by corporations. 
Ultimately rebuffed by the 
GOP, Colbert says he start¬ 
ed working with Democrats 
to get the issue on the bal¬ 
lot, but state Democratic 
Party Chairman Dick Har- 
pootlian said Thursday that 
effort also fell through. 

State GOP executive direc¬ 
tor Matt Moore said party 
officials were skeptical of 
Colbert from the beginning 
but entertained his early 


communications before 
turning him down. 

“Despite our repeatedly 
saying ‘no,’ Stephen Col¬ 
bert, the comedian, seems 
intent on being involved,” 
Moore said. “It’s exactly 
why we were wary in the 
first place.” Regardless of 
the party’s position, it would 
be up to the state whether 
to accept or reject any of¬ 
fer. Whitmire said the ques¬ 
tion of whether a PAC can 
fund a South Carolina pri¬ 
mary is a new one. If the- 
Election Commission were 
presented with the money 
and decided to accept it, 
he said, they would have 
to ask state Attorney Gen¬ 
eral Alan Wilson to decide 
if state law permits a po¬ 
litical action committee to 
fund a primary.Q 
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New Kim: A new chance? 



The post-truth campaign 


NICHOLAS D. KRISTOF 
© 2011 New York Times 

On my first trip to North Korea 
in 1989, I mode a nuisance of 
myself by randomly barging 
into private homes. I wanted 
to see how ordinary North 
Koreans actually live, and 
people were startled but hos¬ 
pitable. 

The most surprising thing I 
found was The Loudspeak¬ 
er affixed to a wall in each 
home. The Loudspeaker is like 
a radio but without a dial or 
off switch. In the morning, it 
awakens the household with 
propaganda (in his first golf 
outing. Comrade Kim Jong 
II shoots five holes-in-one!). It 
blares like that all day. 

The Loudspeaker underscores 
that North Korea is not just 
another dictatorship but, per¬ 
haps, the most totalitarian 
country ever. Stalin and Moo 
were murderous but low-tech; 
the Kim family added com¬ 
plex systems of repression. 
Anyone disabled is consid¬ 
ered on eyesore, for example. 
So people with disabilities ore 
often expelled from the capi¬ 
tal, Pyongyang. 

Government propaganda 
is shameless. During a fam¬ 
ine, North Korean news me¬ 
dia warned starving citizens 
against overeating by re¬ 
counting the cautionary tale 
of a man who ate his fill, and 
then exploded. 

Once in North Korea, I stopped 
in a rural area to interview two 
high school girls at random. 
They were friendly, if startled. 
So was I when they started 
speaking simultaneously and 
repeating political lines in per¬ 
fect unison. They could have 
been robots. 

When videos (of movies, music 
or religion) began to be smug¬ 
gled in from Chino, police 
began to turn off the power 
to entire buildings. Then the 
police would go door to door 
and examine what video was 
stuck inside players. A smug¬ 
gled tope could mean the dis¬ 
patch of on entire family to a 
labor comp. 

What do we moke of this 


country? For Americans, a 
starting point should be to rec¬ 
ognize some failures of Ameri¬ 
can policy. A few lessons: 
Don’t assume that the end of 
the regime is imminent. 

I’ve been covering North Ko¬ 
rea on and off since 1987, and 
outsiders hove always been 
whispering about rumored up¬ 
risings or suggesting that the 
government is on its lost legs. 
Yes, North Korea’s regime 
could collapse tomorrow - 
or it could stagger along for 
another 20 years. The “Great 
Successor’’ Kim Jong Un could 
outlast President Barack 
Obama. 

Don’t assume that everybody 
detests the regime. 

All those North Koreans cry¬ 
ing because of Kim Jong H’s 
death? Their grief is probably 
sincere. In conversations with 
North Korean defectors. I’m 
struck by how many lambaste 
the Kim regime but odd that 
their relatives left behind still 
believe in it - because they 
know nothing else. Many also 
ore passionate nationalists, 
preferring a homegrown des¬ 
pot to any hint of foreign eco¬ 
nomic colonialism. 

Faith and fear combine to 
keep people in line. In a book 
about North Korea, Bradley 
Martin tells how one of Kim 
Jong H’s aides told his wife 
about his boss’s womanizing. 
The wife truly believed in the 
basic decency of the North 
Korean system and wrote to 
the leadership to protest the 
debauchery. The letter was 
passed on to Kim Jong II, who 
brought the woman in front of 
a crowd and denounced her. 
Her own husband then 
stepped forward, pleading to 
be allowed to execute her. 
This request was granted, and 
the husband then shot his wife 
to death. 

Don’t try to isolate North Ko¬ 
rea. 

The West has reacted to North 
Korean’s nuclear program 
by sanctioning and isolating 
the country. But isolation has 
mostly backfired. It’s one of 
the things that keeps the Kim 
family in power, and we’re 
helping enforce it. 

Moreover, economic pain is 
not going to destroy the re¬ 
gime. In the mid-1990s, per¬ 
haps 1 million people died in 
famine, and the regime was 
unhurt. 

Our failures in North Korea are 
manifest. In 1994, we came 
close to war on the Korean 
Peninsula, averting it with a 
nuclear deal that rested on 
false hope: The Clinton admin¬ 
istration thought the regime 
would collapse before the 
West had to deliver civilian 
nuclear reactors as its part of 
the agreement.^ 



PAUL KRUGMAN 
© 2011 New York Times 

Suppose that President Barack 
Obama were to say the fol¬ 
lowing: “Mitt Romney believes 
that corporations are people, 
and he believes that only cor¬ 
porations and the wealthy 
should have any rights. He 
wants to reduce middle-class 
Americans to serfs, forced to 
accept whatever wages cor¬ 
porations choose to pay, no 
matter how low.’’ How would 
this statement be received? 

I believe, and hope, that it 
would be almost universally 
condemned, by liberals as 
well as conservatives. Rom¬ 
ney did once say that cor¬ 
porations are people, but 
he didn’t mean it literally; he 
supports policies that would 
be good for corporations and 
the wealthy and bad for the 
middle class, but that’s a long 
way from saying that he wants 
to introduce feudalism. 

But now consider what Rom¬ 
ney actually said Tuesday: 
“President Obama believes 
that government should cre¬ 
ate equal outcomes. In an 
entitlement society, everyone 
receives the same or similar 
rewards, regardless of educa¬ 
tion, effort and willingness to 
take risk. That which is earned 
by some is redistributed to the 
others.’’ 


And in an interview the same 
day, Romney declared that 
the president “is going to put 
free enterprise on trial.’’ 

This is every bit as bad as my 
imaginary Obama statement. 
Obama has never said any¬ 
thing suggesting that he holds 
such views, and, in fact, he 
goes out of his way to praise 
free enterprise and say that 
there’s nothing wrong with 
getting rich. His actual policy 
proposals do involve a rise in 
taxes on high-income Ameri¬ 
cans, but only back to their 
levels of the 1990s. And no 
matter how much the former 
Massachusetts governor may 
deny it, the Affordable Care 
Act established a national 
health system essentially iden¬ 
tical to the one he himself 
established at a state level in 
2006. Overall, Obama’s posi¬ 
tions on economic policy re¬ 
semble those that moderate 
Republicans used to espouse. 
Yet Romney portrays the presi¬ 
dent as the second coming of 
Fidel Castro and seems confi¬ 
dent that he will pay no price 
for making stuff up. 

Welcome to post-truth politics. 
Why does Romney think he 
can get away with this kind 
of thing? Well, he has already 
gotten away with a series of 
equally fraudulent attacks. 
In fact, he has based pretty 
much his whole campaign 
around a strategy of attack¬ 
ing Obama for doing things 
that the president hasn’t 
done and believing things he 
doesn’t believe. For example, 
in October, Romney pledged 
that as president, “I will reverse 
President Obama’s massive 
defense cuts.’’ That line pre¬ 
sumably plays well with Re¬ 
publican audiences, but what 
is he talking about? The de¬ 


fense budget has continued 
to grow steadily since Obama 
took office. 

Then there’s Romney’s fre¬ 
quent suggestion that the 
president has gone around 
the world “apologizing for 
America.’’ This is a popular 
theme on the right - but the 
so-called Obama apology 
tour is a complete fabrica¬ 
tion, assembled by taking 
quotes out of context. As 
Greg Sargent of The Wash¬ 
ington Post has pointed out, 
there’s a common theme to 
these whoppers and a num¬ 
ber of other things Romney 
has said: The strategy is clearly 
to portray the president as a 
suspect character, someone 
who doesn’t share American 
values. And since Obama has 
done and said nothing to jus¬ 
tify this portrait, Romney just 
invents stuff to make his case. 
But won’t there be some blow- 
back? Won’t Romney pay a 
price for running a campaign 
based entirely on falsehoods? 
He obviously thinks not, and 
I’m afraid he may be right. 

Oh, Romney will probably be 
called on some falsehoods. 
But, if past experience is any 
guide, most of the news me¬ 
dia will feel as though their re¬ 
porting must be “balanced,’’ 
which means that every time 
they point out that a Repub¬ 
lican lied they have to match 
it with a comparable accu¬ 
sation against a Democrat 
- even if what the Democrat 
said was actually true or, at 
worst, a minor misstatement. 
This isn’t an abstract specula¬ 
tion. Politifact, the project that 
is supposed to enforce truth in 
politics, has declared Demo¬ 
cratic claims that Republicans 
voted to end Medicare its “Lie 
of the Year.’’ □ 
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At the laundry, rooting for a clean game 



Kathie Barone, of Park Cleaners, with a rock of New York Jets 
jerseys, in Rutherford, NJ. The Pork Cleaners hove been the laun- 
derer of choice for the New York Giants and the Jets for neariy 
three decades, os weii os the Phiiodelphio Eogies. 

(Yono Poskovo/The New York Times 
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© 2011 New York Times 
RUTHERFORD, NJ. - On Sat¬ 
urday afternoon at MetLife 
Stadium, there will be a 
large (and loud) contin¬ 
gent of New York Jets fans 
wearing green. The Giants 
fans, clad in blue, will surely 
be heard, too. 

But within the bowels of the 
stadium there will be one 
man - going back and forth 
between the locker rooms 
and alternating between 
two shirts - quietly rooting 
for something else: a clean 
game, in every sense of the 
word. No bloody cuts. No 
oozing wounds. No rain, if 
at all possible. 

“Even just a little scrape on 
the elbow can be a prob¬ 
lem,” said Barry Barone, 
the owner of Park Cleaners 
here and the launderer of 
choice for the Giants and 
the Jets for nearly three de¬ 
cades. “A player cuts his 
elbow. Then he sits on the 
bench and puts his elbow 
on his knee. Then he wipes 
his hands on his leg - now 
the whole thing is a mess." 
These are the things Barone 
thinks about. While Giants 
fans fret over their spotty 
defense and Jets fans be¬ 
moan Mark Sanchez’s in¬ 
consistency, Barone is con¬ 
sumed by the extensive 
demands that come with 
keeping hundreds of over¬ 
size men looking television- 


ready week after week. 
Along with his wife, Kathie; 
his son, also named Barry; 
and his daughter-in-law, 
Jennifer, Barone cleans, 
tailors and presses the 
wears for both local foot¬ 
ball teams, as well as the 
Philadelphia Eagles. 

“It’s a whole process,” 
he said, guiding a visi¬ 
tor around his cozy shop. 
“People think you just throw 
them in a machine. No. 
You can’t do that. Not if 
you want to do it right.” 

Of course, Barone does 
more than just cleaning. 
Much of his time on Mon¬ 
days and Tuesdays - he 
usually picks up the dirty 
uniforms Sunday night - is 
spent at his sewing ma¬ 
chine, where he patches 
holes, hems pants and al¬ 
ters jerseys to the specifica¬ 
tions of each player. 

Not surprisingly, the athletes 
can be quite particular. 
Jets center Nick Mangold 
likes the front of his jersey 
scooped up and the under¬ 
arms opened. Giants kicker 
Lawrence Tynes wants an 
extra panel of fabric sewn 
in above his hips so the jer¬ 
sey won’t bunch. 

Jets receiver Santonio Hol¬ 
mes’ jersey looks like a hal¬ 
ter top compared with the 
others on the rack; Holmes 
asks that Barone shorten 
his jerseys to exactly 10 1/2 
inches from the bottom of 


the back number. 

Then there are the particu¬ 
larly unusual needs; Giants 
lineman Chris Snee is one 
of a few players to wear 
the “diaper,” or the extra 
flap that goes between the 
legs and keeps the jersey 
from riding up, while quar¬ 
terback Eli Manning and 
linebacker Mathias Kiwan- 
uka prefer the older, mesh- 
style jerseys (as opposed to 
the newer, microfiber ver¬ 
sions). 

Barone will often dig into his 
overflowing bins of scraps 
and fabric if he needs a 
quick patch or thread on 
one of those. 

“I’m a bit of a hoarder,” he 
said sheepishly as his wife 
nodded vociferously be¬ 
hind him. 

“I used to make special 
pants for Terrell Owens 
when he was with the Ea¬ 
gles,” Barone said. “I had 
to go down and measure 
him. I had a pattern I fol¬ 
lowed, the whole thing. He 
was the pickiest.” 

“What about Sehorn?” Ka¬ 
thie Barone called out, and 
he reconsidered. 

“Actually, Jason Sehorn 
was the same,” Barry Bar- 
one added, referring to 
the former Giants corner- 
back. “His pants fell down 
once during a game, and 
after that he had me make 
them.” 

Barone bought the store 
from his uncle in 1968 and 
began picking up work 
from local teams not long 
after. In the 1970s, he said, 
he washed uniforms for the 
New York Cosmos and the 
New Jersey Nets. 

He got into football in the 
1980s when the New Jersey 
Generals, of the old United 
States Football League, 
were looking for a laun¬ 
derer. He said he knew little 
about football until he be¬ 
gan washing the Generals’ 
jerseys. 

The years have started to 
run together, Barone ad¬ 
mitted, but he recalled 
that the Giants - his big 
break - came on board 
around 1984. Then, be¬ 
fore the annual exhibition 
game between the Giants 
and the Jets a few seasons 
later, the Jets’ equipment 
manager. Bill Hampton, 
asked his Giants counter¬ 


part, Eddie Wagner, why 
the Giants were wearing 
new pants for an exhibition 
game. 

Actually, those are last 
year’s pants, Wagner told 
Hampton, who was incred¬ 
ulous. 

“You don’t have the good 
guy doing them like I do,” 
Wagner explained, and 
days later Barone had both 
teams as clients. 

Despite having a Giants 
logo on the slide plate of 
his sewing machine. Bar- 
one - who grew up in Pat¬ 
erson, N.J., and lives in Sad¬ 
dle Brook - does not play 
favorites. There are pictures 


of players from both teams 
throughout the store, as 
well as a commemorative 
ball from the Giants’ Super 
Bowl XLII victory over the 
New England Patriots in 
2008 and a game ball from 
the Jets’ win over the Jack¬ 
sonville Jaguars this season. 
The Jets gave Barone the 
ball to thank him for putting 
in overtime that week. 
“They wore the throwback 
New York Titans uniforms 
that game,” Barone said, 
sighing. “We didn’t even 
get them in the store here 
until Friday. We had to work 
through the night.” 

Each team pays the same 
rates, too; $5 per jersey 
and $5 per pair of pants, or 
roughly the same as what 
the Barones charge regu¬ 
lar customers. There is not 
even an out-of-town tariff 
placed on the Eagles. 


“People think we’re mil¬ 
lionaires because we do 
the teams,” Kathie Barone 
said. “They have no idea.” 
In truth, the job is mostly “a 
labor of love,” Barone said, 
and he has earned a repu¬ 
tation as something of an 
expert. 

Barone swears there is 
no magic formula. While 
certain NFL teams put a 
lot of paint on their fields 
(San Francisco and Mi¬ 
ami are notorious, he said) 
and certain stains can be 
trickier than others (helmet 
paint sometimes requires a 
steam gun treatment), the 
weekly routine rarely varies. 


“The key? The key is a 
strong right arm,” Barry 
Barone said, pointing to 
the nickname on his shirt - 
Scrub-and nodding. “I use 
several brushes, and I really 
work to get the stains out.” 
He treats stains with a com¬ 
mercial grade solution of 
ammonia and protein re¬ 
mover, uses regular Tide 
detergent - “no bleach 
and WARM water, never 
hot,” he said. 

Then he cycles the uniforms 
in three nondescript wash¬ 
ing machines that hold 
about 15 items each. 
Barone’s long relationship 
with the teams has also 
been built on his diligence. 
He knows the little things, 
like how the Giants prefer 
their uniforms returned with 
the pants hanging to the 
back while the Jets want 
the pants in the front.Q 



Barry Barone, the owner of Park Cleaners, looks over a rack of 
New York Gianfs jerseys at his cleaners in Rutherford, N.J. The 
Park Cleaners have been the launderer of choice for the New 
York Giants and the Jets for nearly three decades, as well as the 
Philadelphia Eagles. 

(Yana Paskova/The New York Times) 





















